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On January 8, 2019 Pete Orput was sworn in
for his third term as County Attorney.

Zephyr Health & Safety Parent Education
Night at Mahtomedi High School

Pete with U.S. Surgeon General Adams and
Dan Starry and Brian Mueller

In 2019 Pete Orput was in the community throughout Washington
County attending events and giving presentations.
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Message from the
County Attorney…
I am excited with the new changes and the direction our
office is headed for the new year. We revamped our civil
litigation unit to develop subject matter expertise and reassigned
lawyers to work exclusively on all legal matters associated with a
project such as the Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit initiative, the
Recycling and Energy Board, and general counsel for public
works. I am confident these positions will yield better results for
our office and county.
In addition, we will be building on the tremendous success
of our 2019 commitment to collaborating at the local level to help fight the opioid epidemic.
This crisis has resulted in many overdose deaths, specifically in Washington County alone we
find close to 20 people deceased as a result of their opioid addiction. Our response to the opioid
crisis is one area that we highlighted for review and special attention. The “Opioid Team”
convened stakeholders, which includes various Washington County department heads and
employees of the Sheriff’s Office, Community Corrections, Community Services, Public Health,
and the County Attorney’s Office, to attack the opioid epidemic in a more meaningful way by
putting a multi-disciplinary plan in place as soon as possible. Together the team has worked
hard to find the proper resources to make treatment immediately available for those individuals
without private health insurance. The team has been fortunate to partner with the Hazelden
Betty Ford Foundation on this initiative.
Now let me share more about what we delivered in 2019 for our community, law
enforcement partners, and citizens inside and outside the courtroom. In 2019 over 7,100 people
attended over 120 presentations sponsored by county attorney’s office staff in areas of police
training and crime prevention. Our dedicated prosecutors filed 1306 criminal complaints in
2019.
As we move forward, our office will build on the accomplishments of 2019 and set the bar
higher for the coming year. The dedicated and hard-working employees of the county
attorney’s office strive every day to seek justice on behalf of the citizens of Washington County.
Members of the office remain deeply grateful for the opportunity to serve the citizens of this
great county and we look forward to working with you and our communities to make a
difference in the quality of life for all citizens of Washington County.
Thanks everyone for your support!

Pete Orput
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Administrative
Division
Overview Administrative Division
The administrative division is responsible for planning and executing a
comprehensive range of administrative services that support the mission of the
Washington County Attorney and the work of all divisions within the office.
Under the direction of the County Attorney, it develops and implements
operating policies and procedures to protect public safety while being
fiscally prudent. Thanks to the County Attorney's fiscal restraint, the
operating cost of the office is well below other metropolitan area offices.

First Assistant
County Attorney
Brent Wartner

The division is overseen by the First Assistant, Brent Wartner, who is the principal advisor to the
County Attorney on administrative matters. The administrative division provides guidance on the
management and use of the office’s financial, human and physical resources, systems and information
management; automated litigation support; case management; records management; and media relations.
The administrative staff must work closely with all divisions to ensure compliance with and
implementation of all policies, standards and mandates of the office.

Systems and Information Management
Administrative Services Manager Jennifer Baltaian is responsible for the
effective management of our 6.8 million dollar annual budget, support services
matters, and technological resources and initiatives. During the past decade,
progress in automation has tremendously increased the efficiency and costeffectiveness of the office. For example the implementation of our case
management system (LENS 9.0) permits the sharing of information with other
law enforcement agencies, such as the Sheriff's Office, District Court, local police
departments, the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, and outside
governmental agencies, greatly increasing the overall
efficiency of the office. Jennifer Baltaian with the
assistance of a supervisor is responsible for management
of office legal support services staff consisting of 12
Administrative Services legal assistants, 5 paralegals and an office support
position.
Manager
Jenn Baltaian
Office Supervisor, Jenny Nelson, is responsible for the day to day work
flow of the office and supervises support staff consisting of legal assistants, senior
legal assistants, paralegals and the front desk staffing, operation and customer
service. She also coordinates office operations and processes to ensure that county
and office polices and procedures are followed and monitors any changes needed
Office Supervisor
in response to changes made by Court Administration or other departments.
Jenny Nelson
4
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Administrative Division
In 2019 over 7,100 people
attended over 120 presentations
sponsored by County Attorney’s
office staff.

Public Relations and Media

Executive Assistant
Cathy Rochel

A primary focus of the administrative division is serving the
information needs of the public. Cathy Rochel serves as the coordinator
between the County Attorney and the media, other governmental agencies and
the public. She coordinates the office responses to a multitude of requests:
press conferences, media requests for statements and interviews with the
County Attorney, community events and published materials.
While
information regarding pending cases must be safeguarded in order to ensure
effective prosecution, this need must be balanced with
the public’s right to know.

Customer Service
In 2019 the office of the County Attorney’s main line received over
10,181 phone calls. The processing and fielding each of these calls can range
from case status inquiries to attorney and victim advocate assignments, directions
or other general inquiries.

Planning and Development

Office Support II
Amanda Gehrke

The administrative division prepares the long and short range strategic planning for the office,
including participation in the county-wide strategic plan. The administrative division coordinates
purchasing and inventory tracking to ensure fiscal responsibility and maintain the yearly budget of the
office. The division also pursues state and federal partnerships and funding in an effort to minimize
requests for additional local funding.
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Criminal
Division
“We serve victims, we keep our
communities safe, and we protect our
individual freedoms.”
Criminal Division Chief
Siv Yurichuk

The Criminal Division is led by Siv Yurichuk, Criminal Chief, and Imran Ali, Assistant Criminal
Chief. There are ten (10) assistant county attorneys that are responsible for the prosecution of all felony
level offenses that occur in Washington County, a select number of gross misdemeanors, and all
misdemeanor level offenses committed in those townships/cities without city attorneys. In addition to
prosecution, the criminal division is responsible for handling all appeals in which the office is involved,
whether civil or criminal. Our seasoned appellate attorney is committed to handling all such appeals.
Our division is responsible for prosecuting a range of offenses from low level shoplifting to the most
serious offenses of sexual assault and homicide. Each one of our prosecutors is experienced,
knowledgeable, and dedicated to protecting the citizens of Washington County. The attorneys are often
involved in cases in the early stages of investigation allowing the attorneys and police departments to
work collaboratively to build strong cases from the onset.
Many of our attorneys sit on MultiDisciplinary teams that tackle issues such as Vulnerable Adult Abuse and Exploitation as well as Sex
Trafficking. The MDTs allow representatives from community services, local businesses, police
agencies, and other service providers to work together to gather evidence to build chargeable cases and
to provide services to victims in need.
The County Attorney recognizes that a majority of criminal behavior is a direct result of substance
abuse. In response to this and the current opioid crisis our country and our county is faced with, our
office, and particularly the criminal division, spearheaded a joint initiative with the Sheriff’s Office to
tackle the increased opioid abuse and overdose deaths in Washington County. The initiative seeks to
create a comprehensive program that will address substance abuse from all angles - including,
implementing medically assisted treatment (MAT) in our jail, providing continuing care for inmates
released from our jail, setting up an on demand treatment to help addicts get the treatment they need
when they need it without having to deal with the complexities of funding and bed space, outreach to atrisk populations, and prevention education/awareness and training.
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Criminal Division

Attorneys
Marc Berris
Justin Collins
Tom Frenette
Scott Haldeman
Nick Hydukovich
Kevin Mueller
Jesse Seabrooks II
Tom Wedes
Victim/Witness
Coordinators
Christine VonDeLinde
Emily McKloskey
Jasmine Miller
Kathy Woxland

Criminal Analyst
Aimee Schroeder
Paralegal
Jean Mersch
Legal Assistants
Jamie Cole
Kelley Doolan
Pamela Gurnsey
Pam Hughes
Caitlin Ohlrogge

Third Degree Murder prosecution
training for law enforcement and
attorneys.

The Criminal Division aims to insure that offenders are held accountable for their criminal behavior
by issuing criminal charges and recommending appropriate sentences that often include incarceration,
probation, and restitution, while also considering the societal benefits of rehabilitation, addressing mental
health issues, and substance abuse treatment.
Training and educating our law enforcement partners, other attorneys, and other invested
professionals such as social workers, investigators, and probation officers is a cornerstone of our work.
In order to protect the citizens of Washington County those involved in the investigation and prosecution
of criminals need to have a clear understanding of the law and how it is applied.
Our attorneys are involved in the community: we participate in community outreach and awareness
trainings for the public and in the schools.
7
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Major Crimes
Prosecution Unit
“Human trafficking continues to be a
scourge in Washington County. It is
incumbent on us to identify and help these
victims and prosecute those who are
responsible for the trafficking.”
Director, Major Crimes Unit
Imran Ali
The Major Crime Unit was created in 2015 by County Attorney Pete Orput to address crimes which
are complex and require both prosecution and law enforcement to work together in the early investigative
stages in order sustain a conviction in a timely manner. Since 2015, the Major Crime Unit has been busy
working with law enforcement on several matters from homicide to large, multifaceted fraud rings. A
significant portion of the work has been centered on Human Trafficking since 2016. In 2018, The East
Metro Sex Trafficking Task Force (EMSTTF) was created to address all facets of the commercial sex
ecosystem. The demand (buyer), the supply (seller), and the distribution (pimps), are all part of this
ecosystem.
The EMSTTF is comprised of Imran Ali, Director of East Metro Sex Trafficking Taskforce and Marc
Berris, an Assistant Washington County Attorney. In addition to county attorney staff the unit includes
Detective Paul Kroshus with the Woodbury Police Department, Detective Ryan Stuart with the Oakdale
Police Department, Sgt. Keith Anderson with the Washington County Sheriff’s Office, and Special Agent
Jimmy Jimenez with the US Department of Homeland Security Investigations.
In 2019, the EMSTTF was busy arresting and prosecuting several large-scale human trafficking
investigations. To address the demand, the unit continued to
conduct undercover sting operations which led to dozens of
arrests in Washington County. In addition, the unit spent
several days as part of a metro-wide operation centered on
human trafficking for the NCAA Final Four. This week-long
operation led to the arrests of several buyers and pimps. Also,
several victims were rescued and provided services.

For more information go to:
www.speakuptheycant.com

Washington County Tip Line 651-430-7825
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Major Crimes
Prosecution Unit

Assistant County Attorney
Marc Berris
Criminal Analyst
Aimee Schroeder
Victim/Witness Coordinator
Christine VonDeLinde
Kathy Woxland
Legal Assistant
Kelley Doolan
Law Clerks
Brinda Shah
Emma Shrum

The EMSTTF has successfully prosecuted several cases in
2019. These cases range from a domestic trafficking of one
victim to large, international sex trafficking ring spanning 31
states. These cases have resulted in services for several victims
and significant sentences for those trafficking these victims.
Aimee Schroeder has been instrumental in assisting law
enforcement in each of these investigations and in assisting
Imran Ali in preparing each of these cases for trial.
The Major Crime Unit continued to present on a variety of
topics on human trafficking. The unit has been busy traveling
around the county and state teaching a wide array of disciplines
including: jail staff, law enforcement, public health, various
medical fields and just about anyone that is interested in learning
more about human trafficking. Imran Ali and Aimee Schroeder
presented to over 200 prosecutors from around the country at the
annual sexual violence course in Minneapolis. Imran Ali and
Detective Kroshus traveled to Mesa,
Arizona to present on human trafficking at
the annual domestic violence prosecution
conference.
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Criminal By the Numbers in 2019
Adult Cases by Crime Type

Criminal Complaints
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Serving Victims of Crime

"Seek Justice | Ensure Victims'
Rights | Inspire Hope"

Washington County Attorney’s Office Victim Witness Coordinators:
Kathy Woxland, Jasmine Miller,
Christine VonDeLinde and Emily McKloskey

Crime Victims in 2019
The Criminal Division also includes five (5) victim/
witness coordinators who are vital to the success of our
division. Being a victim of a crime can be a very difficult
and stressful experience. Victims of crimes have rights
and their rights are protected by Minnesota Statute 611A.
Our Victim Witness Coordinators ensure that these rights
are protected and victims are informed of their rights
throughout criminal and juvenile proceedings. These rights
include being informed of the charges, conditions of
release, no contact orders, court appearances, plea offers,
restitution, providing a victim impact statement at
sentencing/disposition, recovery of property, and postconviction information. The coordinators can assist in
applying for Crime Victims Reparations for victims of
violent crimes. Also, coordinators assist victims and
witnesses with preparing for testimony if the matter proceeds to trial; accompany victims to court
proceedings; registration for information on the status and release of an offender from jail or prison;
provide resources and referrals to community-based programs for assistance with order for protections,
harassment restraining orders, and counseling; and the Safe at Home Program – an address confidentiality
program through the State of Minnesota.

Our goal is to make sure victims are informed, provided resources,
and given the opportunity to have their voice heard.
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Civil
Division
“Civil Division attorneys are subject matter
experts assisting all county departments
achieve solutions.”
Civil Division Chief
Sue Tice

The Civil Division acts as the County’s civil lawyer and advisor with a broad range of duties
including counselling and rendering legal opinions to individual County Departments, reviewing all
County contracts and representing Washington County in court. Civil Division attorneys work with every
department in the County.
The Civil Division continues its very successful 8 year collaboration with Community Services
to collect Medical Assistance reimbursement which in 2019 resulted in over $400,000.00 being collected.
2019 saw the office’s continued growth in providing legal representation to the Resource and
Energy (R&E) Board. The R&E Board is a joint powers collaboration between Ramsey and Washington
counties which owns and manages a solid waste processing facility.
In 2019, Washington County entered into an agreement with Ramsey County, Ramsey County
Regional Rail Authority and Washington County Regional Rail Authority for a joint powers board to
govern a proposed Metro Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit project. As a member of the joint powers board,
Washington County entered into an additional agreement to provide the general counsel legal services of
a Civil Assistant Washington County Attorney to the project.
Another important duty assigned to the Civil Division which directly impacts children and
parents is the establishment and pursuit of child support. The Civil Division takes great pride in the fact
that, in partnership with Washington County Community Services, Washington County continues to
outpace the state average and be a leader in collecting child support payments.
The Civil Division is the per capita leader in the State in litigating property tax appeals. The
decision to litigate these cases is founded on a belief of fairness in taxation.
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Civil Division

Attorneys
Rick Hodsdon
Mike Hutchinson
Kari Lindstrom
Kevin Magnuson
Jessica Stott
Jim Zuleger
Paralegals
Vicky Krawczeski
Deb Peterson
Legal Assistants
Karen Fontaine
Danielle Herrick

As a result of the Office’s ongoing efforts to innovate the provision of civil government legal
services and in an effort to be even more responsive to the needs of our county Department clients, the
Civil Division has begun, what is hoped to be the first of many, the assignment of a Civil Assistant
County Attorney to the position of departmental General Counsel. The project has begun with the
assignment of an experienced Assistant County Attorney to act as General Counsel to the Public Works
Department. That means that Public Works staff now have a Civil Division attorney assigned to their
Department specifically who is available to
answer their questions, offer advice and attend
meetings…sort of a one-stop-shop. To date, the
project is seen as a success.

Event held at Public Works for staff from both
departments to get to know each other.
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Civil by the Numbers in 2019
Workload Distribution by Percentage

Administrative Appeals
Civil Actions
Collections
Commitments
Contract Review
Data Practices
Estate/Claim/Demands
Expungements
Forfeitures
Guardianship & Conservatorship
Child Support/Paternity
Land Acquisitions
Opinions
Other
Tax Appeals
14

20
47
0
197
668
77
373
69
164
4
1120
13
82
3
163

Workload Distribution by
File Assignments
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Civil by the Numbers in 2019
Contract Reviews and Legal Opinions

Sound Fiscal Management for Legal Services in Washington County

Source: US Census Bureau (2018 data); websites of counties listed above .
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Juvenile
Division
“Juvenile prosecution involves both holding
juveniles accountable for behavior and providing
opportunities for future growth.”
Juvenile Division Chief
Tony Zdroik
The juvenile division, led by division chief Tony Zdroik prosecutes all juvenile delinquency cases
filed in Washington County Court. The juvenile division seeks to promote public safety through the
prosecution of juvenile crimes while taking into consideration the special circumstances of juvenile
offenders. The juvenile division also provides legal representation to Washington County Community
Services on child protection matters that involve Washington County children who have been abused or
neglected by a parent or legal custodian.
In 2019 the juvenile division saw the effects of increased use of electronic nicotine delivery devices,
also known as vaping devices, by teenagers. Unfortunately, too many teenagers began to replace the
nicotine cartridges for these devices with cartridges containing tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). Due to the
increased use of THC in vaping devices, the number of juveniles charged with illegal possession of THC
tripled from 20 in 2018 to over 60 in 2019. The juvenile division ended 2019 and continues to look at fair
and creative ways to address this conduct that holds the juvenile accountable and appropriately responds
to the increased use of these devices by teenagers.
The juvenile division also adopted an office policy in 2019 to address reports of threatening behaviors at
schools. The policy gives priority to the decision making on these cases and requires the assigned
prosecutor to seek input from the law enforcement agency and school involved in the offense. The
prosecutor will also communicate with those agencies and keep them informed about developments in the
case. The policy also provides some guides, using research based practices, to help the prosecutor make
decisions on charging and handling of the case.
The number of child protection cases handled by the juvenile division reached an all-time high in all 3
major categories of court filings in 2019. We filed 70 child in need of protection or services (CHIPS)
petitions; 25 termination of parental rights petitions; and 22 other permanency petitions in 2019. The total
number of child protection referrals in 2019 was 182, an increase of 16% compared to 2018. The numbers
are significant especially when compared to the average number of child protection referrals we received
from 2011 to 2015, which was 82 referrals per year.
16
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Juvenile Division
Attorneys
Rick Allen
Erin Johnson
Jamie Kreuser
Tricia Loehr
Betsey Urbas

Paralegal
Theresa Leverty
Legal Assistants
Joe Kvam
Reilly Ramirez
Teri Selden

School Resource Officer Training
on August 2, 2019
The Washington County Attorney’s Office hosted its
annual training for school administrators and resource officers
on Friday, August 2, 2019 at the Stillwater Library. Colleagues
from the Youth Service Bureau, Washington County
Community Services, Washington County Sheriff’s Office,
Forest Lake Police Department, Minnesota ISD 834, Rupp,
Anderson, Squires, and Waldspurger, PA, and our
own office joined forces to present on several
topics critical to our county’s youth, including
current drug trends, mobile crisis response services,
child protection intake and investigation, and
school threat assessment. It was an invaluable
opportunity that brought our school and law
enforcement partners together to learn about critical
issues that each of us face daily in our respective
lines of work, and to gain valuable resources and
methods that we all can utilize in working with our
kids. Over 60 people attended the training that was
coordinated by Betsey Urbas.
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Truancy
In 2019, the Washington County Truancy Intervention Program
continued to support students and families in removing barriers to consistent
school attendance. Of the 487 students invited to the initial stage of truancy
outreach Attendance Intervention Meeting, and the 323 students whose
attendance necessitated an individualized plan and higher level of support
through a one-on-one school diversion meeting, only 47 students were
petitioned to court for additional intervention. This robust sequence of
engagement continues to prove effective in fostering academic success and
quality of life for Washington County students.
The truancy team, comprised of Assistant County Attorney Betsey
Urbas, and social workers Nicole Dahlstrom, Gina Morrison, Kasia Heurh,
and Alea Jascor, worked diligently in the months of August and September
to meet with school administrators all over Washington County to review
program guidelines, discuss and problem-solve unique situations to ensure
Betsey Urbas
the upmost support for students, and strengthen the collaborative
relationships that are imperative to the ongoing success of the program. The team took advantage of
training opportunities to gain additional insight and knowledge concerning issues that impact our youth
and attendance. In April, Betsey and Nikki attended a two-day conference in Seattle, WA, offered
through the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
entitled “Breakthrough Strategies to Teach and Counsel Troubled
Youth,”
which focused on topics including understanding
denial, providing feedback to others, building self-esteem, and
managing family problems and impulse control. In October, Betsey
and all four truancy social workers attended a day-long Mental
Health First Aid training through the Moundsview School
District. Betsey and Nikki continued to attend the quarterly Metro
Truancy Group meetings to discuss current issues and strategies
with truancy staff from numerous surrounding counties.

2019 Pledge to Graduate Winners
Student at Mahtomedi Middle School awarded a class ring donated by Jostens
Student at Grey Cloud Island Elementary School in Cottage Grove awarded an iPad
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Juvenile By the Numbers in 2019
Juvenile Cases by Crime Type

Child Protection Referrals
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Mentorship Program
African American Male Mentorship
Program
The African American Male Mentorship Program was
started in 2015. At various events the young men hear from a
variety of speakers who shared their stories of their
background, how they chose their profession, what it takes to
be successful in their various fields of work and how the
students could improve their opportunities in adult life by the
actions they take now. Many of the speakers were African
American and it was poignant to see many of these young men
make major shifts in their vision of what they thought they
could do with their lives.
On May 15, 2019 Pete Or put and Br ent War tner
attended the 5th annual year end celebration of the Tazel
Institute’s African American student education program at the
Lake Elmo Park Reserve. Over a hundred twenty students and
parents from seven area high schools in and around
Washington County participated in the program and attended
the celebration.
On December 11, 2019 the Washington County
Attorney’s Office in partnership with the Tazel Institute
hosted about 70 students and teachers from Eagan,
Rosemount, Apple Valley, East View, Woodbury, East
Ridge and Cottage Grove high schools for a day of
educational training for African American male students
with a goal of exposing the students to career opportunities
in the criminal justice system. Students were introduced to
the daily work experience of a prosecutor’s office and the
important function that each employee has in seeking justice
on behalf of the community. In addition, guest speakers
provided motivational examples of how commitment and
dedication can allow disadvantaged students to gain access to higher education and become successful in
pursing their dreams. During this day-long event, students had an
opportunity to meet with trial attorneys in different areas of the
office and learned about the basic steps involved in the prosecution
of a criminal case. The students also learned how the county
attorney must work and collaborate with victims, law enforcement
and the community to find justice. Guest presenters included
Judge Toddrick Barnette, Hennepin County District Court, 4 th
Judicial District; Sufian Kalil, Juvenile Probation Officer,
Washington County Community Corrections and Maury Glover,
Reporter Fox9 KMSP.
Participating youth are encouraged to support one another in making positive life decisions
and to develop a network of mentors in governmental agencies
and the business community for future career opportunities.
20
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Training
East Metro Crime Prevention
Coalition Forum – October 2, 2019
Transforming the School Safety Paradigm:
Preventing Daily Disruptions from Becoming
Headline-Making Tragedies
Over 150 people attended this year’s East Metro
Crime Prevention Coalition Event held on October 2nd at
the Lake Elmo Inn Event Center. The seminar was
tailored to law enforcement, prosecutors, victim
advocates, school counselors, faith leaders and juvenile
justice system professionals and featured two high-profile
school violence speakers: Missy Dodds, former teacher
and survivor of the Red Lake School shooting from 2005
and Nelba Marquez-Greene, founder of the Ana Grace
Project, named for her daughter who died in the Sandy
Hook shooting in 2012. Other speakers hailed from the
Violence Project, FBI Victim Services, River Valley
Behavioral Health & Wellness Center/Vantage Point
Psychological Consultants, National Association of
School resource Officers (NASRO) and the Minnesota
School Safety Center.

Veterans Program
The veterans program promotes public safety while supporting veterans and their families through a
coordinated effort among the veteran services delivery system, community-based services, and the court –
thereby leaving no veteran behind. This program recognizes the unique problems facing veterans and
how problem solving courts can help by recognizing the disabilities that
military men and women returning from active
deployment develop and identifying resources to
assist the justice involved veterans. The program
strives to identify veterans, offer them assistance,
assess their needs, and help them solve their
problems. It is a unique partnership among the
criminal justice system, the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and local treatment providers.
21
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Staff Awards
Rick Hodsdon
Washington County was named “2019 Partner
of the Year” by the Minnesota Land Trust
earlier in September, and the award was
presented to the County Board September 17,
2019.

Imran Ali and Aimee Schroeder
The National Association of Counties (NACo)
granted Washington County a 2019 Achievement
Award for its program titled “East Metro Human
Trafficking Task Force” in the category of
Criminal Justice and
Public Safety.

Christine VonDeLinde
Christine received the Customer Service Award from the
Washington County Board for her outstanding work with
victims of crimes and witnesses in Washington County.
Christine initiated and led the process to deal with a highvolume identity theft case.

Imran Ali

Imran received the Meritorious Service Award from the
Minnesota County Attorney’s Association for his work with
human trafficking. Under the direction of the County Attorney
he has initiated a targeted prosecution model, working with law
enforcement to crack down on the rampant prostitution of youth
in Washington County.

Erin Johnson

Erin received the Award of Excellence from the Minnesota
County Attorney’s Association for her work in the area of child
protection. She has been a long-time member (over a decade)
of the MCAA Juvenile Law Committee and has been co-chair
of the CHIPS Sub-Committee since 2015.
22
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Staff Service Awards

Milestones for staff members in 2019

Christine VonDeLinde
Victim/Witness Coordinator
25 Years

Jenn Baltaian
Administrative Services Manager
5 Years

Reilly Ramirez
Senior Legal Assistant, Juvenile
5 Years

Aimee Schroeder
Criminal Analyst
5 Years
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Community
Outreach
Community Education
Training sessions have been presented to other
county staff, attorneys, legal assistants, paralegals, social
workers, judges, law clerks, child support officers, prison
staff, law enforcement and others.
Presentations about crime prevention and other
topics were given to many community groups.

Night to Unite
In August staff members partnered with law enforcement and participated in events at many
communities in Washington County for “Night to Unite” events.

24
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Community
Outreach
Washington County Fair
Many staff members volunteered to work at our
County Fair booth. Staff talked to people who came to
our booth, told them about the work our office does and
gave out crime prevention information.
Students (K12) signed a pledge to commit to graduate from high
school and were entered into a drawing to win a class ring
donated by Jostens and an iPad.
Staff also helped at
the Senior Day event
where
seniors
enjoyed refreshments
and bingo and senior
volunteers of the year
were recognized.
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Staff Events—Community
Fundraising
April Showers
Thanks to the generosity of staff, family and friends, for the
eighth year our office fundraising drive collected many baby and
infant items and cash donations for Tubman’s annual April Showers
donation drive.

Food Drive
Staff participated in the county food drive in October and
donated many needed food items and cash that went to various
organizations in the county.

Combined
Charities Fund
Drive
Staff raised over $2,140 this year for Washington County’s
charitable giving fund drive through many activities including a bake sale, breakfast café, casual days,
lunch, and prize raffle with prizes donated by staff..

Donations for the Troops
Staff donated items and paid for shipping items to the
troops in Afghanistan.
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Staff Recognition
Recognition and appreciation of
staff is important to us.
Acknowledgment is given for
service awards, retirements, new
staff, trial victories, hard work on
cases and other accomplishments.
Other events held include annual
Administrative Professionals luncheon,
family picnic after work, Bosses’ Day
luncheon, Halloween party, Christmas
party and other activities.

Annual Administrative Professionals Luncheon

Team Building Events
Various office team building events were held in 2019
including our annual “Dog Days of Summer” staff picnic hosted
by management. a lunch with Court Administration staff. and
staff security/safety training. Staff attended and participated in
various county wellness events. Also many staff members
participated in a “Walk Across St Croix Bridge” wellness event.

Staff wearing red to highlight American Heart Month 2019

Criminal Heavy Hitters
“Heavy Hitter” Award - a
travelling trophy awarded to the
prosecutor who has successfully
tried a jury trial.
That
prosecutor keeps the bat
symbolizing the award until
another prosecutor has similar
success in a jury trial.
27

New Staff 2019

Scott Haldeman, Pamela Gurnsey, Justin Collins, Kevin Magnuson,
Amanda Gehrke, Pete Orput, Jasmine Miller

Not pictured: Emily McKloskey

MISSION
We promote justice and public safety through vigorously prosecuting
crime, protecting those in need and providing quality legal
representation for Washington County.

Washington County
A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow.
This publication is made possible through the efforts of the Washington County Attorney’s Office in
association with local law enforcement agencies. Funds are utilized to convert property that aided in or
was used in the commission of criminal offenses to a public benefit. No taxpayer dollars have been
expended in the printing of this publication.

