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Message from the
County Attorney…
What an outstanding year for everybody involved with the
Washington County Attorney’s Office. In 2016 we handled more
litigation and tried more jury trials than ever before. We did all this
and successfully continued our mission to strengthen relationships
with law enforcement departments, community advocates, and
citizens. Every day we strive to be responsive to law enforcement
case referrals and average below a 7 day turn around on charging
decisions. We provide a 24 hour/7 days a week duty attorney to
make our services available “whenever needed” during the investigative phase of a case to assist
in creating a successful prosecution. We partner with local law enforcement agencies and
social service organizations to combat juvenile sex trafficking and recovered over 30 trafficking
victims. Our office sponsors criminal justice training for law enforcement and the community
to educate and benefit the criminal justice system in the long run. The County Attorney’s Office
has sponsored over 208 hours of training in 2016 to over 6,000 people.

All of the above is made possible because of the dedicated and hard-working employees of
the Washington County Attorney Office. I want to recognize the tremendous effort and
commitment of our employees. Our employees are the best and I am very lucky to work with
all of them on a daily basis. The efforts of the staff impress and inspire me with their selfless
commitment to doing what is right. I am confident that after reading all the achievements of my
office’s attorneys and staff in 2016, you too will be impressed.
This 2016 Annual Report represents a snapshot of the work that our office does every day
on behalf of the citizens of Washington County. It highlights just some of the many
accomplishments coming from the work of our dedicated team of prosecutors and staff who
seek justice in our courtrooms and communities. I remain deeply grateful for the opportunity to
serve as the Washington County Attorney and look forward to working with you and our
communities to make a difference in the quality of life for all citizens of Washington County.
Thanks everyone for your support!

Pete Orput
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Administrative
Division
Overview Administrative Division
The administrative division is responsible for planning and executing a
comprehensive range of administrative services that support the mission of the
Washington County Attorney.
The division is overseen by the First Assistant, Brent Wartner, who is the
principal advisor to the County Attorney on administrative matters. The
First Assistant
administrative division provides guidance on the management and use of
County
Attorney
the office’s financial, human and physical resources, and on administrative
policies, procedures, information and practices. Administrative programs
Brent Wartner
include: physical and personnel security; human resource management;
financial management; systems and information management; automated
litigation support; case management; records management; and media relations.
The administrative staff must work closely with all divisions to ensure
compliance with and implementation of all policies, standards and mandates of
the office.
Systems and Information Management
Administrative Services Manager Jennifer Baltaian is responsible for the
effective management of our 5.4 million dollar annual budget, support services
matters, and technological resources and initiatives. She is also responsible for
maintaining our electronic case management system used to facilitate the work
flow and work products maintained in each functional division and with the
assistance of a supervisor; she is responsible for management of division legal
support services staff consisting of 12 legal assistants, 5 paralegals and an
office support position.
Administrative Services
Manager
Public Relations and Media
Jenn
Baltaian
A primary focus of the administrative division is serving the
information needs of the public. Cathy Rochel serves as the coordinator
between the County Attorney and the media, other governmental agencies and
the public. She coordinates the office responses to a multitude of various
requests. The administrative division is also responsible for all media relations
and facilitates press conferences, statements and interviews with the County
Attorney or designee when appropriate. While information regarding pending
cases must be safeguarded in order to ensure effective prosecution, this need
must be balanced with the public’s right to know. In addition to media
relations, the division is responsible for the production of a variety of published
materials, such as brochures, newsletters, informational pamphlets and special
reports. Cathy is responsible for coordinating events in the office and in the
community.

In 2016 over 6,000 people attended over 118 presentations
sponsored by County Attorney’s office staff.
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Administrative Division

County Attorney
Pete Orput
First Assistant
Brent Wartner
Administrative
Services Manager
Jenn Baltaian
Executive Assistant
Cathy Rochel

Customer Service

Office Support II
Karen Fontaine

In 2016 the office of the County Attorney’s
main line received over 12,700 phone calls. The processing and fielding each of
these calls can range from case status inquiries to attorney and victim advocate
assignments, directions or other general inquiries.
Planning and Development

Office Support II
Karen Fontaine

The administrative division prepares the long and short range strategic
planning for the office, including participation in the county-wide strategic plan.
The administrative division coordinates purchasing and inventory tracking to
ensure fiscal responsibility and maintain the yearly budget of the office. The
division also pursues state and federal partnerships and funding in an effort to
minimize requests for additional local funding.

East Metro Crime Prevention Coalition Forum – September 22, 2016
The East Metro Crime Prevention Coalition includes the county attorneys and sheriffs
from Washington, Ramsey and Dakota Counties. In 2016 the EMCPC held a seminar on
protecting metro youth online. This year over 100 people attended the event which was
hosted by Washington County at the Washington County Historic Courthouse. The
comprehensive seminar focused on how predators use social media to reach children in our
community, how law enforcement is adapting to the challenges and what parents, kids and the community
can do to protect themselves. The seminar, tailored to law enforcement, prosecutors, victim advocates,
school counselors, faith leaders and juvenile justice system professionals, featured presentations from the
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) -- Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force
(ICAC), Hazelden Betty Ford and the Wetterling Resource Center.
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Criminal
Division
“We fight every day to keep the community
safe and be a strong voice for justice.”
Criminal Division Chief
Fred Fink
The Criminal Division of the Washington County Attorney’s Office consists of the Division Chief
and nine (9) assistant county attorneys responsible for the prosecution of all felonies committed in the
county, as well as misdemeanors committed in those municipalities without municipal attorneys. The
division commits an attorney to handle all appeals in which the office is involved, whether civil or
criminal cases.
The division also consists of four (4) Victim/Witness Advocates whose duties include acting as
victim liaisons throughout criminal and juvenile cases. They also marshal witnesses for trial for the
prosecuting attorneys handling the cases. They play an invaluable role in the efficient functioning of the
criminal justice system in Washington County.
This office has long implemented an aggressive methodology to insure a timely decision-making
process on requests for charges, such that a decision to charge, to decline a case, or to refer a case for
further investigation result in these decisions being handled in an expedited manner. This was
implemented in 2011. Since then the average time between when a case file entering the office and a
decision on charging/declining/referring has steadily become quicker. By the end of 2016 the average
time for these decisions to be made were nine (9) days from their submission.
Our constituencies are being very efficiently served with such timely charging decisions. In turn,
timely charging decisions better insure viable long-term criminal prosecutions. In all, the public and,
particularly, victims of crime are much better served as a result of this expeditious turnaround of cases.
Since 2014 there has been a precipitous increase in felony referrals (up 32%), misdemeanor citations
handled (up 102%) and felony complaints issued by the office (up 24%). All of these increases have
greatly affected each individual prosecutor’s caseload greatly, not to mention the work increase of our
victim witness coordinators and legal assistants.
We operate under a vertical system of prosecution. This means that the prosecutor that charges the
case will handle the case all the way through trial. This insures is a consistency of handling that case
throughout.

6
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Criminal Division

As a result of our concentration on cases that are complex, career,
and violent offenses and an emphasis on negotiating more minor cases
well in advance of the trial date, we have fewer cases calendared for
jury trial. Fewer cases calendared for jury trial have allowed our
prosecutors to better prepare for trial, allowed for better use of court
resources, better served our victims in early case resolution, and better
served our law enforcement constituency. Those cases that do reach
the jury calendar are either tried to a jury or the defendant must enter a
straight guilty plea with no agreement as to sentencing. We have
radically increased our trials over the past several years in our efforts
to bring a higher quality of justice to Washington County residents. In
2016 the criminal division were in trial seventy nine (79) days.
The criminal division has also continued to provide extensive
training to local police agencies and our sheriff’s office. After
surveying law enforcement for their needs, we have long held
quarterly police training. This typically involved a three hour day class
and three hour evening class in order to make the training available to
all shifts of police. The training has become very popular with law
enforcement. We have provided seventy eight (78) hours of police
training in 2016 to a total of over 1600 police officer attendees from
all around the state.
In addition to offering regularly scheduled law enforcement
training, this office offers prosecutor training, both in-office and
statewide. Prosecutors from our office have provided fifty three (53)
hours of prosecutor training in 2016 to over 1200 prosecutors. These
volunteer efforts in training with law enforcement, prosecutors, other
county departments and the public will continue, as they can only
benefit the criminal justice system in the long run.

Attorneys
Imran Ali
Thomas Harmon
Nick Hydukovich
Jamie Kreuser
Karin McCarthy
Kevin Mueller
Jessica Stott
Tom Wedes
Siv Yurichuk
Victim/Witness
Coordinators
Deb Smith
Christine VonDeLinde
Linda Wikoff
Kathy Woxland
Program Coordinator
Jerry Wallerich
Supervisor
Teri Kelly
Paralegals
Jean Mersch
Aimee Schroeder
Legal Assistants
Allison Cossetta
Kari Frandrup
Caitlin Ohlrogge
Pam Hughes
Celina Postelli
Brandi Tellijohn
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Criminal By the Numbers in 2016
Adult Cases by Crime Type
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Serving Victims of Crime
“As County Attorney, my office strives to hold offenders accountable
for the damage they have caused innocent victims. Prevention and
early reporting are key factors in stopping the victimization that too
many citizens experience.”

Crime Victims in 2016
Being a victim of a crime can be a very difficult
experience. Whether you or a family member has
been victimized, you may feel anger, guilt, shame,
insecurity, fear, powerlessness, and depression.
Victims of crime need an aggressive champion on
their side to ensure they receive the support they
deserve and that is a strong focus of our office. It’s
not just criminals who enjoy rights- victims do too!
Victims have the right to restitution, the right not
to be excluded from criminal justice proceedings, and
the right to speak at criminal justice proceedings. We
provide resources and referrals to victims for therapy, healing and costs associated with victimization.
Our staff of four victim advocates - two of whom are former law enforcement officers- work closely with
our adult and juvenile prosecution teams to ensure that victims’ voices get heard in court.

Washington County Attorney’s Office
Victim Witness Coordinators:
Deb Smith, Linda Wikoff,
Christine VonDeLinde and Kathy Woxland
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Civil
Division
“Like any other skill, advising county
departments on the law is something
perfected through lots of practice.”

Civil Division Chief
George Kuprian

The civil division is the county’s legal counselor and advisor. The duties of the civil division are
numerous and range from crafting contracts to rendering legal opinions to acting as county board
parliamentarian to representing the county’s interests in court. Because its responsibilities within the
county are so pervasive, the civil division touches nearly every department in the county. The charts on
page 8 of this report depict the manifold duties assigned to the civil division. However, raw numbers fail
to capture the significant work necessitated by these numbers. In order to give context to the “numbers”,
the narrative that follows merely provides a representative sampling of a challenging but overall
successful work in 2016.
First, we continued our successful collaboration with Community Services in the collection of
medical assistance reimbursements, maintaining its attainment at better than 99 per cent. This translates
to nearly a half-million dollars in collections. In one case, a total amount of $90,000 was salvaged, a
record one time repayment for the county. The collection of reimbursements is dire to those programs
dependent on medical assistance payments because the money funding these programs is dependent of
this recycled money. If reimbursements are not
forthcoming, many of the neediest are frozen out
of programs. So our medical assistance
reimbursement partnership is near and dear to us,
and the continued success of the program is most
heartening.

Photo:
Pete Orput and Brent Wartner with
Community Services Director
Dan Papin (now retired)

10

Washington County Attorney’s Office—2016 Annual Report

Civil Division
Attorneys
Frank Collins
Rick Hodsdon
Mike Hutchinson
Sue Steffen Tice
Jim Zuleger
Paralegals
Vicky Krawczeski
Deb Peterson
Legal Assistants
Danielle Herrick
Erin Hutton
Pamela Gurnsey
Second, we continued our involvement in the purchase of the Resource Recovery Facility by
Washington and Ramsey County. The year 2016 found the civil division focused on the task of changing
the private operation of the facility into a governmental one. This required significant cooperation
between Washington and Ramsey Counties to determine best practices for the operation of the facility
through it Joint Powers Board. The next step for 2017 is the joint development of day to day procedures
for directing the flow of materials to the newly designed facility.
Finally, as all Minnesotan’s know, spring in Minnesota gives birth to the construction season which,
in turn, brings on a cascade of construction, cooperative, cost sharing and various other a sundry
contracts. The good weather in 2016 resulted
in a year of road construction and with that
came the torrent of contracts. The most difficult
part is the description of the services to be
performed and the expected outcomes. Because
it is public works and even more specifically the
project team that is privy to this most critical
part of the contract, it is the part where we must
communicate effectively in order to provide the
proper amount of guidance for a quality
agreement on services.
Frank Collins
Assistant County Attorney
in the Civil Division
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Civil by the Numbers in 2016
Workload Distribution by Percentage

Workload Distribution by
File Assignments
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Civil by the Numbers in 2016
Contract Reviews and Legal Opinions
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Juvenile
Division
“Protecting kids is our top priority. ”
The Juvenile Division is the legal advisor on child protection cases for
Washington County Community Services. In that role, assistant county
attorneys from the Juvenile Division provide legal advice, draft legal
documents, and appear in court on behalf of social workers from
Washington County Community Services. Those cases involve Juvenile Division Chief
children in Washington County who have been either neglected or
Tony Zdroik
abused by their parent or legal guardian. In 2016, those cases
included children who were just a few days old as well as children
who were in their high school years.
Protecting the safety and welfare of children has always been a priority for the Washington County
Attorney’s Office. That purpose was illustrated through the following cases in 2016:
Examples of an office-wide effort

14

1.

Community Services contacted our office regarding the physical abuse of an elementary school
aged child. Community Services investigated the case concurrently with a law enforcement
agency. A child protection petition was filed in juvenile court and a court order was obtained
which placed the children in the custody of Community Services. As part of that same case, the
Criminal Division consulted with law enforcement and charged the parent with three felony
assault charges and a malicious punishment of a child offense. In addition, it was learned that the
parent held a license to provide child care. The Civil Division immediately began the process to
revoke that child care license.

2.

In another case, the Criminal Division of the County Attorney’s office convicted an adult male of
a criminal sexual conduct offense against a child. The adult male was sentenced to over 14 years
in prison. Based on that conviction, the Juvenile Division filed a petition to terminate the parental
rights of that adult male to two of his own children. That case went to trial in May of 2016 and
an order was obtained terminating parental rights. The Juvenile Division also handled the appeal
of that order which was upheld by the appellate court.

3.

The Juvenile Division also works with the Major Crimes Unit of the County Attorney’s office
regarding juvenile runaways. In 2016, a database was created to monitor all cases where a
juvenile warrant was issued. Past experience has shown that in too many cases, juveniles absent
from their home become victims of sexually exploitation. Juvenile Division staff regularly
communicates with the Major Crimes Unit on at risk juveniles and updates the Major Crimes
Unit on children who have experienced sexual exploitation.
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Juvenile Division
Chief
Tony Zdroik
Attorneys
Rick Allen
Erin Johnson
Kari Lindstrom
Tricia Loehr
Betsey Urbas
Paralegal
Theresa Leverty

Juvenile Division
School Resource Officer Training
August 9, 2016

Legal Assistants
Reilly Palmen
Teri Selden

The County Attorney’s Office values its partnerships with the
schools that serve Washington County students and the School
Resource Officers who work in many of those schools. In an effort to
impart relevant and practical information to our partners, a free all-day
training was sponsored by the County Attorney’s Office on August 9th
at the Washington County Courthouse. This was the fourth year such
training was held.
There were nearly 60 attendees comprised of principals, assistant
principals, police officers, and even one superintendent. Tony Zdroik trained, along with a school district
attorney, on law enforcement
access to students and data
practices issues. Imran Ali
spoke about sexually trafficked
youth
in
Washington
County.
There were also
presentations on current drug
trends, chemical dependency
programs for youth, and racial
disparity issues with school
suspensions.
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Truancy
The Truancy Initiative saw continued success in effectively reaching out
to students and families and improving school attendance for the 2015-2016
school year. The powerful combination of Attendance Intervention Meetings
(AIM) and Diversion contract meetings resulted in an incredible 34%
decrease in Truancy petitions filed in 2016, with only 29 students and their
families ever seeing a courtroom for additional school attendance
intervention.
The initiative also saw the end of an era at the close of the 2015-2016
school year with the retirement of Assistant County Attorney Sue
Harris. Over the past 3 years, Ms. Harris forged solid bonds with school and
county partners and made an incredible impact on the lives of Washington
County’s students and their families through her efforts to curb truancy.

Betsey Urbas
In August 2016, the office hired Betsey Urbas to continue the program’s
achievements and help advance the county’s vision for student success. Ms. Urbas, Tony Zdroik –
Juvenile Division Chief and Theresa Leverty – Paralegal Assistant for the Juvenile Division, worked
tirelessly in the months of August and September to meet with school administrators all over Washington
County to discuss plans for the new school year and beyond and to form strong relationships moving
forward.
Ms. Urbas continues to facilitate AIM and diversion meetings in the schools and is building upon
those protocols to maintain a solid impact and relevant message. She also strived to introduce an exciting
new opportunity to Washington County’s schools: mentorship through music. Ms. Urbas collaborated
with Minneapolis entertainment (and volunteer Tubman) attorney Dennis Pelowksi, the truancy social
workers with Washington County Community Services, and Mr. Pelowski’s connections in the Twin
Cities music community to develop an inspiring and constructive program that will hopefully grow and
expand to reach all schools in Washington County. The pilot is set to roll out at St. Croix Valley
Alternative Learning Center in Stillwater on February 24, 2017 as part of the school’s graduation
festivities.

2016 Pledge to Graduate Winners
Student at Oak-Land Junior High School awarded iPad donated by Sam’s Club
Student at St. Croix Preparatory Academy awarded class ring donated by Jostens
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Juvenile By the Numbers in 2016
Juvenile Cases by Crime Type
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Major Crimes
Prosecution Unit
In response to an increase in complex
organized criminal enterprise activities in and
around Washington County, our office created a
Major Crimes Prosecution unit.
The first
identified need was an emphasis on the detection,
investigation of, and prosecution of juvenile sex
traffickers. To that end, in addition to the
prosecution of these individuals, we have formed
the Washington County Human Trafficking
Coalition. In forming the coalition, we have assembled a group of law enforcement members from each
law enforcement department in our county. Meetings occur monthly at which time we work on pending
operations in Washington County. Training is a large component of the coalition. All members have
been trained from the legal to operational aspects of human trafficking. The lead attorney assigned to the
Major Crimes Unit is Imran Ali.
It takes all of us being aware that sex trafficking is a major societal concern in order to combat this
crime. Major events this past year include:

Frontline Response to Sex Trafficking Training - January 26
Over 100 criminal justice professionals—including law enforcement, county attorney staff,
probation officers, victim advocates and more attended 4 hours of training that was held at the
Washington County Government Center. Presenters included Dave Pinto, Ramsey County Attorney’s
Office; Hayley King, Heartland Girls’ Ranch; Allison Dahlen, Tubman; Imran Ali, Assistant Washington
County Attorney and Det. Ashley LaValle, Forest Lake Police Department. The training was put on by
the through the efforts of the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and the Ramsey County
Attorney’s Office and was coordinated by Imran Ali and Brooke Throngard as part of the Washington
County Attorney’s Office Major Crimes initiative.
The training provided information on how to identify sex trafficking victims, respond to their
needs and begin to build a case against traffickers and sex buyers.

Advanced Human Trafficking Investigation Techniques
Training—February 16-17-18
Advanced Human Trafficking Investigation Techniques Training
was held February 16 and 17 at Woodbury Police Department and on
February 18 at the Washington County Attorney’s Office. Over 40 law
enforcement attended the training that was presented by Sgt. Grant Snyder of
the Minneapolis Police Department. Det. Sean Johnson of the St. Paul Police
Department, Imran Ali and Brooke Throngard also presented. The training
was put on through the efforts of Washington County Attorney’s Office staff
Imran Ali, Brooke Throngard and Aimee Schroeder.
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Major Crimes
Prosecution Unit

Erinn Valine, Intern
Jessica Hockley, Law Clerk
Aimee Schroeder, Criminal Analyst
Imran Ali, Assistant County Attorney
Pam Hughes, Senior Legal Assistant
Kathy Woxland, Victim/Witness
Jerry Wallerich, Program Coordinator

Sexual Exploitation
and Sex Trafficking Training
Training on Sexual Exploitation and Sex
Trafficking was held on June 14, 2016. A morning
and an afternoon session were held. Co-sponsors
included Tubman, the Ramsey County Attorney’s
Office, and the Minnesota Department of Health.
Attendees of the multidisciplinary training on sexual exploitation and sex trafficking gained
tools to identify victims and respond to their needs. Social services, schools, law enforcement
and others attended.

Stop Human Trafficking –
International Training
On July 29th Imran Ali and Aimee Schroeder
hosted a presentation to members of an
International Visitor Leadership Program from
Indonesia who visited our office. They came here
to find out about our program.

Washington County Tip Line 651-430-7825
19
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Mentorship Program
African American Male Mentorship Program
The African American Male Mentorship Program was started in 2015. At various events the young
men hear from a variety of speakers who shared their stories of their background, how they chose their
profession, what it takes to be successful in their various fields of work and how the students could
improve their opportunities in adult life by the actions they take now. Many of the speakers were African
American and it was poignant to see many of these young men make major shifts in their vision of what
they thought they could do with their lives.
On May 20, 2016, Pete Orput, Brent Wartner, and Sue Harris all attended the
year end celebration for the African American Mentorship Program at the School
of Environmental Studies located on the grounds of the Minnesota Zoo. Over
150 students, parents, and community advocates attended the event. Program
highlights included student presentations, financial literacy awards, and jazz
music.
On December 14, 2016 the Washington County Attor ney’s Office in
partnership with the Tazel Institute hosted 100 students and teachers from
Rosemount, Apple Valley, Eagan, Woodbury and Cottage Grove high schools
for a day of educational training for African American male students with a goal
of exposing the students to career opportunities in the criminal justice system.
Students were introduced to the daily work experience of a prosecutor’s office and the important function
that each employee has in seeking justice on behalf of the community. In addition, guest speakers
provided motivational examples of how commitment and dedication can allow disadvantaged students to
gain access to higher education and become successful in pursing their dreams. During this day-long
event, students had an opportunity to meet with trial attorneys in different areas of the office and learned
about the basic steps involved in the prosecution of a criminal case. The students also learned how the
county attorney must work and collaborate with victims, law enforcement and the community to find
justice. Guest presenters included Judge George
Stephenson and Assistant Washington County
Attorney
Thomas
Harmon.

Participating youth are encouraged to support one another in making positive life decisions
and to develop a network of mentors in governmental agencies
and the business community for future career opportunities.
20
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Diversity Training
Understanding Muslim
Culture in Work
Environment
On February 19th, the County Attorney’s
Office in collaboration with Community
Corrections and the Sheriff’s Office sponsored a two hour elimination of bias training that focused on
positive interactions and working effectively with Muslim clients and colleagues. The presenter was
Amarita Singh, Civil Rights Director at the Council on American Islamic Relations, Minnesota. She
spoke about how as diversity in Minnesota increases, it becomes vital for employers, law firms,
nonprofits and others to receive credible training on how to positively interact with individuals from
diverse backgrounds and experiences. The training covered four areas – unconscious bias, introductions
to Islam and Muslims, religious and cultural norms, and understanding the Somali people. The take away
from the training was basic information that allows people of different backgrounds to bridge the gap of
understanding, expand our cultural knowledge, and also provide a resource to help answer questions and
concerns about cultural norms. Approximately 125 Washington County employees from all different
departments attended this training.

Veterans Program
The veterans program promotes public safety while supporting
veterans and their families through a coordinated effort among the veteran
services delivery system, community-based services, and the court –
thereby leaving no veteran behind. This program recognizes the unique
problems facing veterans and how problem solving courts can help by
recognizing the disabilities that military men and women returning from
active deployment develop and identifying resources to assist the justice involved veterans. The program
strives to identify veterans, offer them assistance, assess their needs, and help them solve their problems.
It is a unique partnership between the criminal justice system, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and
local treatment providers.

Veterans Program January 2012—January 2017
72+ applicants
44 veterans accepted into program
26 of the 44 have graduated from the program
18 currently in the program
Veterans working in the County Attorney’s Office include
Pete Orput, Celina Postelli, George Kuprian and Jenn Baltaian
(photo taken at Veteran’s Day Recognition in office)
21
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Staff Awards

George Kuprian
Division Chief, Civil Division
George Kuprian and J udy Hunter (Public Health & Environment) received the
Excellence in County Government award for their work on the Resource Recovery
Project.

Karin McCarthy
Assistant County Attorney, Criminal Division
Karin McCarthy was one of the team members of the Offender Recovery Program
(ORP) who all received the Teamwork award for their
collaborative effort to make ORP a success.

Kathy Woxland
Victim/Witness Coordinator, Criminal Division
Kathy Woxland received the office’s first Unsung Hero
Award for her extr a wor k and taking on the
tremendous duties of coordinating all the witnesses and
victim preparation and testimony and assistance with
evidence for a challenging case.
22
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Staff Service Awards
In 2016 we celebrated milestones for staff members.
Deb Smith >
Victim/Witness
Criminal Division
15 years

< Jean Mersch
Paralegal, Criminal Division
10 years

James Zuleger >
Assistant County Attorney, Civil Division
15 years

< Fred Fink
Division Chief
Criminal Division
5years

Teri Kelly >
Supervisor
Criminal Division
5 years

< Imran Ali
Assistant County
Attorney
Criminal Division
5 years

Steve
Despiegelaere >
Victim/Witness
Criminal Division
5 years

Alissa Haack
Legal Assistant, Criminal Division
5 years
23
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Community Outreach
Community Education
Training sessions have been presented to other
county staff, attorneys, legal assistants, paralegals,
social workers, judges, law clerks, child support
officers, prison staff, law enforcement and others.
Presentations about crime prevention and other
topics were given to many community groups.

Spring Into Service
On May 21, 2016 many Washington County
Attorney’s office staff and family members
volunteered for Community Thread’s “Spring Into
Service” event. Volunteers helped clean up the
grounds, the trails and the house at Arcola Mills
north of Stillwater.

Night to Unite
In August staff members partnered with law enforcement and
participated in events at a dozen
communities in Washington
County for “Night to Unite”
events.
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Community Outreach
Washington County Fair
Many staff members volunteered to work at our County Fair
booth. Staff talked to people who came to our booth, told them
about the work our office does and gave out crime prevention
information.
Students (K-12) signed a pledge to commit to
graduate from high school and were entered into a drawing to win a class ring donated by Jostens and an
iPad donated by Sam’s Club. Staff also helped at the Senior Day event where seniors were given some
information on preventing identity theft, enjoyed refreshments and bingo and senior volunteers of the
year were recognized.

Safe Summer Nights
A series of events called “Safe Summer Nights” were started in St. Paul in 2014. We were able to
bring this event to two communities in Washington County in 2016 (Oakdale and Newport). Free food
(hamburgers, hot dogs, pop, etc.) and activities were provided to communities while local police are
there to meet the citizens and enjoy a cook-out with them. Events typically focus on poor or distressed
communities where police are
often active.
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Staff Events—Community Fundraising

April Showers
Thanks to the generosity of staff, family
and friends, the fifth annual Washington
County Attorney’s office fundraising drive
collected many baby and infant items and
cash donations for Tubman’s annual April
Showers donation drive.

Food Drive
Staff participated in county food drive in December and
donated many needed food items and cash that went to
various organizations in the county.

Combined Charities
Fund Drive
Staff raised over $2,457 this year for Washington
County’s charitable giving fund drive through many
activities including bake sales, breakfast café, casual
days, and prize raffle with prizes donated by staff..
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Staff Recognition
Recognition and appreciation of staff is
important to us. Acknowledgment is given
for service awards, retirements, new staff, trial
victories, hard work on cases and other
accomplishments. Other events held include
Dog Days of Summer employee appreciation
picnic lunch hosted by management, family
picnic
after
work,
Administrative
Professionals
luncheon,
Bosses’
Day
luncheon, Halloween party and
Christmas party and activities.

Annual Administrative Professionals Luncheon

Team Building Events
Various team building events were held in 2016.
The support staff in conjunction with Administrative
Professionals Day held an event at Lake Elmo Park in
April, a joint event with Washington County
Community Services at Lake Elmo Park in September,
our annual “Dog Days of Summer” events including a
staff picnic and dog park event in September and
many staff attended the County’s Health, Safety and Wellness Event at Lake Elmo Park in September.

Criminal Heavy Hitters
“Heavy Hitter” Award - a travelling
trophy awarded to the prosecutor who has
successfully tried a jury trial.
That
prosecutor keeps the bat symbolizing the
award until another prosecutor has similar
success in a jury trial.
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New Staff 2016

Karen Fontaine, Betsey Urbas, Tricia Loehr, Celina Postelli, Pete Orput,
Nick Hydukovich, Erin Hutton, Kari Frandrup and Caitlin Ohlrogge

(not pictured Frank Collins)

MISSION
We promote justice and public safety through vigorously prosecuting
crime, protecting those in need and providing quality legal
representation for Washington County.

Washington County
A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow.
This publication made possible through the efforts of the Washington County Attorney’s Office in
association with local law enforcement agencies. Funds are utilized to convert property that aided in or
was used in the commission of criminal offenses to a public benefit. No taxpayer dollars have been
expended in the printing of this publication.

