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Message from the
County Attorney…
Welcome to the Washington County Attorney’s office 2014 annual
report. I thank you for your interest in my office’s work and I am
confident that the achievements of my office’s attorneys and staff will
impress you as much as they have me. This report marks the
completion of my fourth year serving as County Attorney. Along with
our partners in laws enforcement and communities throughout
Washington County, the County Attorney’s office has accomplished a
great deal in 2014 to enhance public safety. As you will see in our
office’s highlights, we have continued to develop proactive crime prevention initiatives and citizen
education programs to address factors that drive crime in our communities. Across the organization, there
are stories of success and standout employees who help make us one of the premier county attorney
offices in the state.
Our record of effectively holding offenders to account in court has resulted in a number of high
profile jury trials including several successful prosecutions of murder cases, such as distributing
narcotics resulting in death to the user. We also have employed a wide variety of tools to fight crime and
enhance safety using diversionary and treatment programs such as our veterans program, offender
recovery program for drug addicted recidivists, truancy and safe schools initiatives and restorative justice
programs for crime victims. These strategies, along with aggressive prosecutions, have been shown to be
effective in short circuiting the criminal careers of offenders much earlier and getting offenders out of the
system permanently. While overall crime rates have again gone down in 2014, we do not get an
opportunity to rest as our prosecutors have become more actively involved in the early investigations of
homicides, drug dealing, gang cases and other serious and complex crime investigations. Another effort
made by our office to reduce crime has come from our efforts to educate the public so that people won’t
become victims in the first place. Our efforts to reach out to community groups to present crime
prevention classes resulted in 87 presentations to over 4,654 people.
The influence of the Washington County Attorney’s office does not stop at our county borders,
however. We are proud that members of our office have been asked to serve on various committees and
boards from the Minnesota County Attorneys Association to the Minnesota State Bar Association,
Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association, Minnesota Police Chiefs’ Association and several other organizations.
I am most proud, perhaps, of my office’s delivering the highest quality
legal services for our citizens using sound fiscal management which has allowed
us to provide public safety and civil legal services under budget each year since
taking office in 2011.

Pete Orput
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Administrative
Division
Overview Administrative Division
The administrative division is responsible for planning and executing a
comprehensive range of administrative services that support the mission of the
Washington County Attorney.
The division is overseen by the First Assistant, Brent Wartner, who is the
principal advisor to the County Attorney on administrative matters.
Brent Wartner
The administrative division provides guidance on the management and
use of the office’s financial, human and physical resources, and on First Assistant County Attorney
administrative policies, procedures, information and practices.
Administrative programs include: physical and personnel security; human
resource management; financial management; systems and information
management; automated litigation support; case management; records
management; and media relations. The administrative staff must work closely
with all divisions to ensure compliance with and implementation of all policies,
standards and mandates of the office.
Systems and Information Management
Administrative Services Manager Jennifer Baltaian is responsible for the
effective management of our 4.9 million annual budget, support services
matters, and technological resources and initiatives. She is also responsible for
maintaining our electronic case management system used to facilitate the work
flow and work products maintained in each functional division and with the
assistance of a supervisor; she is responsible for management of
Jenn Baltaian
division legal support services staff consisting of 11 legal assistants,
Administrative Services Manager
3 paralegals, and an office support position.
Public Relations and Media
A primary focus of the administrative division is serving the information
needs of the public. Cathy Rochel serves as the coordinator between the
County Attorney and the media, other governmental agencies and the public.
She coordinates the office responses to a multitude of various requests. The
administrative division is also responsible for all media relations and facilitates
press conferences, statements and interviews with the County Attorney or
designee when appropriate. While information regarding pending cases must
be safeguarded in order to ensure effective prosecution, this need must be
balanced with the public’s right to know. In addition to media relations, the
division is responsible for the production of a variety of published materials,
such as brochures, newsletters, informational pamphlets and special reports.
Cathy is responsible for coordinating events in the office and in the
community.
4
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Administrative Division
In 2014 over 4,654 people attended
over 87 presentations put on by
County Attorney’s office staff.
Customer Service
In 2014, the office of the County Attorney’s main line received over
11,300 phone calls. Lisa Brysky is responsible for processing and fielding
each of those calls which can range from case status inquiries to attorney and
victim advocate assignments, directions or other general inquiries.
Planning and Development
The administrative division prepares the long and short range strategic
planning for the office, including participation in the county-wide strategic
plan. The administrative division coordinates purchasing and inventory
tracking to ensure fiscal responsibility and maintain the yearly budget of the
office. The division also pursues state and federal partnerships and funding in
an effort to minimize requests for additional local funding.
East Metro Crime Prevention Coalition Forum – June 5, 2014
The East Metro Crime Prevention Coalition includes the county
attorneys and sheriffs from Washington, Ramsey and Dakota
Counties. The EMCPC recently held a forum on “Preventing Frauds,
Scams, ID Theft and Cyber Crimes in Your Community” at Keller Golf
Course in Maplewood on June 5, 2014.
Over 130 attendees
included: law enforcement, investigators, crime prevention, prosecutors
and those who serve seniors including banking, finance, insurance, and
faith communities. Participating agencies were U.S. Secret Service, FBI
and Financial Crimes Task Force. Discussions included crime trends,
online protection, communication with seniors and vulnerable adults,
prevention resources
plus more community
tips.

Lisa Brysky
Office Support II

County Attorney
Pete Orput
First Assistant
Brent Wartner
Administrative
Services Manager
Jenn Baltaian
Executive Assistant
Cathy Rochel
Office Support II
Lisa Brysky
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Civil
Division
“Service is our common tender.”
George Kuprian
Civil Division Chief

The civil division’s 2014 chronicle of events is a little blend of the old and the new; a retrospective
look at the maturation of our 2012 initiatives of which we so promisingly spoke in our very first rendition
of our annual report. History has revealed them to be impactful and welcomed by the affected
departments.
One of the 2012 alliances resonating particularly well was forged with the county’s Community
Services Department and was designed specifically to abet in the collection of medical assistance
reimbursements by commissioning a specific attorney to the task. The idea was born of the realization
that the courthouse door was essentially closed to direct actions of the department minimizing its ability to
make meaningful collections. The assigned attorney was able to open that door, and collections rose from
a modest cipher in 2012 to a weighty $500,000 in 2014.
The 2012 creation of the Environmental Enforcement Unit which arose from an entente between our
office and the county’s Department of Public Health and Environment (PHE) has matured into a strong
and effective enforcement tool. The availability to the PHE enforcement officers of ready legal access
accords them the ability to act quickly and decisively in combating possible violations of the
environmental laws which is no small matter where time is usually of the essence. The Enforcement Unit
had an active 2014 with the closure and clean-up of 2 illegal dump sites being of particular significance.
Interestingly, one of the sites closed belong to one of our cities and was to be permitted as a compost
facility. However, investigation revealed that unbeknownst to the city, the site was being operated by the
city’s contractor as a general illegal dumping ground. The site was closed and the city must remediate the
area.
Our office also worked in close collaboration with PHE and the State’s Department of Agriculture to
devise and institute county Subsurface Sewage Treatment System (SSTS) loan program which provides
residents low interest loans to repair old or build new “septic systems.” Because of the county’s
topography, proper subsurface sewage treatment systems are critical components for overall good water
quality, and this program does much to further the vision of clean water.

6
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Civil Division

The past year saw us in partnership with
the county’s Taxpayer Services Department in
the developing and implementing of a tax
appeal protocol for the county, which
prescribes a streamlined, proactive process
and replaces an outmoded and inefficient,
reactive one. The new design eliminates most
of the ambiguities found in the old procedure,
making the process less enigmatic and
cumbersome.
The foregoing is but a fractional rendering of what we did in
2014; but because our duties are manifold and disparate, time and
space place great limitation on our narration. Suffice it to say that,
unlike Newton’s law of motion, we proceed in fits and starts, neither
up nor down but simply on, ever mindful that service is our common
tender.

Civil Division Chief
George Kuprian
Attorneys
Rick Hodsdon
Mike Hutchinson
Linda Krafthefer
Sue Steffen Tice
Jim Zuleger
Paralegals
Deb Peterson
Nancy Tavernier
Char Trende
Legal Assistants
Vicky Krawczeski
Allison Cossetta
Reilly Palmen
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Civil by the Numbers in 2014
Workload Distribution by Percentage

Workload Distribution by
File Assignments
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Administrative Appeals
Civil Actions
Collections
Contract Review
Data Practices
Estate/Claim/Demands
Expungements
Forfeitures
Guardianship & Conservatorship
Child Support/Paternity
Land Acquisitions
Opinions
Other
Tax Appeals

24
34
45
607
32
244
42
203
3
1786
5
80
17
231
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Civil by the Numbers in 2014
Contract Reviews & Legal Opinions

Sound Fiscal Management for Legal Services in Washington County

Source: US Census Bureau; websites of counties listed above 2013 data
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Criminal
Division
“We have quadrupled our trials over the past
several years in our efforts to bring a higher
quality of justice to Washington County
residents .”

Fred Fink
Criminal Division Chief

The Criminal Division of the Washington County Attorney’s Office
consists of the Division Chief and eight (8) assistant county attorneys responsible for the prosecution of
all felonies committed in the county, as well as misdemeanors committed in those municipalities without
municipal attorneys. The division commits an attorney to handle all appeals in which the office is
involved, whether civil or criminal.
The division also consists of four (4) Victim/Witness Advocates whose duties include acting as
victim liaisons throughout criminal cases. They also marshal witnesses for trial for the prosecuting
attorneys handling the cases. They play an invaluable role in the efficient functioning of the criminal
justice system in Washington County.
The methodology we have implemented to insure a timely decision-making process on requests for
charges, such that a decision to charge, to decline a case, or to refer a case for further investigation result
in these decisions being handled in an expedited manner. To that end, by the end of 2014, as it was in
2013 the average time between a case file entering the office system and a charging/declining/referring
decision being made was seven (7) days. Our constituencies are being very efficiently served with such
timely charging decisions. In turn, timely charging decisions better insure viable long-term criminal
prosecutions. In all, the public and, particularly, victims of crime are much better served as a result of
this expeditious turnaround of cases.
We operate under a vertical system of prosecution. This means that the prosecutor that charges the
case will handle the case all the way through trial. This insures a consistency of handling that case
throughout. Coupled with that is a methodology where we have emphasized negotiating with the defense
on cases, other than the complex, career and violent offenses, well in advance of trial, so our prosecutors
could focus their preparations on cases that are going to be presented to a jury.
Those efforts entail preparing civilian witnesses, victims, and police officers for their testimony,
going through the physical evidence, creating exhibits and fashioning opening and closing arguments.
As a result of these efforts, far fewer cases reach the jury calendar. Fewer cases calendared for jury trial
have allowed our prosecutors to better prepare for trial, allowed for better use of court resources, better
served our victims in early case resolution, and better served our law enforcement constituency.
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Criminal Division
Criminal Division
Chief
Fred Fink
Attorneys
Imran Ali
Laurie Anderson
Pete Johnson
Karin McCarthy
Jessica Stott
Tom Wedes
Robin Wolpert
Siv Yurichuk
Supervisor
Teri Kelly
Legal Assistants
Pam Hughes
Alissa Leibfried
Theresa Leverty
Jean Mersch
Brooke Olson
Aimee Schroeder
Victim/Witness
Coordinators
Steve Despiegelaere
Deb Smith
Christine VonDeLinde
Mary Waldkirch

The division has also become heavily involved in what is called the
“investigative phase of prosecution”. Put another way, our prosecutors,
on certain types of cases do not wait for the finished investigative
product to arrive in the office. Rather, they are involved in assisting
investigators in the investigative phase in putting a solid case together
for prosecution. Typical examples of this are when a prosecutor gets
called to the scene of a homicide, arson, or a hostage standoff situation.
An example of this was an overdose death in one of our municipalities.
One of our prosecutors was immediately assigned and through the hard
work of the local police department, the East Metro Narcotics Unit and
our office’s prosecutor, the investigation culminated in five (5) people
being charged with Murder in the 3rd Degree in this overdose death for
providing the drug to the victim. At the time of press, two (2) had
plead guilty and one (1) had been sent to prison.
The criminal division has also continued to provide extensive
training to local police agencies and our sheriff’s office. After
surveying law enforcement for their needs, we instituted quarterly
police training. This typically involved a three hour day class and three
hour evening class in order to make the training available to all shifts of
police. The training has become very popular with law enforcement.
The value of providing police training to law enforcement agencies
can be measured in the quality of the cases presented to our office for
prosecution. Additionally, it serves to strengthen our relationships with
all of the law enforcement departments and their individual officers.
We have provided sixty-two (62) hours of police training in 2014 to a
total of over 1400 police officer attendees. These classes have resulted
in fewer cases being declined for prosecution due to elements of the
crime not being able to be proven to stronger and more targeted efforts
in prosecution of violent crimes and targeted criminal prosecution.
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Criminal By the Numbers in 2014
Adult Cases by Crime Type
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Serving Victims of Crime
“As County Attorney, my office strives to hold offenders accountable
for the damage they have caused innocent victims. Prevention and
early reporting are key factors in stopping the victimization that too
many citizens experience.”

Crime Victims in 2014
Being a victim of a crime can be a very
difficult experience. Whether you or a family
member has been victimized, you may feel
anger, guilt, shame, insecurity, fear,
powerlessness, and depression. Victims of
crime need an aggressive champion on their
side to ensure they receive the support they
deserve and that is a strong focus of our office.
It’s not just criminals who enjoy rights- victims
do too!
Victims have the right to restitution, the right not to be excluded from criminal justice proceedings,
and the right to speak at criminal justice proceedings. We provide resources and referrals to victims for
therapy, healing and costs associated with victimization. Our staff of four victim advocates - two of
whom are former law enforcement officers- work closely with our adult and juvenile prosecution teams to
ensure that victims’ voices get heard in court.

Washington County Attorney’s Office
Victim Witness Coordinators:
Steve Despiegelaere, Christine VonDeLinde,
Mary Waldkirch & Deb Smith
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Juvenile
Division
“The County Attorney’s Office increased
communication, teamwork, and training with
law enforcement is producing better cases. ”
Tony Zdroik
The Juvenile Division, led by Division Chief Tony Zdroik prosecutes all
juvenile delinquency cases filed in Washington County Court. The division Juvenile Division Chief
seeks to promote public safety through the prosecution of juvenile crimes
while taking into consideration the special circumstances of juvenile offenders. The division also
provides legal representation to Washington County Community Services on child protection matters that
involve children who have been abused or neglected by a parent or legal custodian.
The child protection caseload continued to be significant in 2014 as the division received the second
highest total number of referrals in the last 10 years – second only to 2013. Among those referrals were
34 for Child in Need of Protection or Services petitions; 15 for Termination of Parental Rights or other
permanency petitions; and 8 for Adoption petitions. Due to a recent change in the law, the County
Attorney’s office and Washington County Community Services are now responsible for preparing the
petition and other documents to finalize an adoption for children who are under the guardianship and legal
custody of the Commissioner of Human Services.
The division received the most referrals for Criminal Sexual Conduct cases since 2008. Those 18
cases included three where the juvenile was designated as Extended Jurisdiction Juvenile [EJJ]. EJJ is a
hybrid sentencing process where juveniles who are charged with serious offenses who may not be
appropriate for adult certification are given both a juvenile disposition and an adult prison sentence. If the
juvenile fails to comply with the conditions of juvenile probation, he may be sentenced as adult offender.
The statistics for charging turnaround time and declination letters were also solid in 2014. The
division achieved an overall turnaround time of 7 days for all out of custody charging referrals. That
turnaround time was the lowest ever in the division and is the product of the hard work of attorneys and
support staff in the division. The declination letters – cases where the prosecutor declines to issue charges
– also hit an all-time low in the division. The division took action on 1591 referrals in 2014 with only 67
declination letters. This was the sixth consecutive year where the number of declination letters has
decreased. This continues to show that the County Attorney’s office increased communication, teamwork,
and training with law enforcement is producing better cases.
In 2014, the County Attorney’s office diverted from Juvenile Court 40% of all juvenile cases
where there was probable cause the juvenile committed an offense. This is the highest percentage in the
last 10 years. This supports the County Attorney’s office continued belief that early intervention for
juveniles through a juvenile diversion program is an effective intervention for many juveniles
14
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Juvenile Division
Training

On October 16, 2014 Tony Zdroik and Sue Harris
teamed up with Pete Orput to provide training for school
resource officers from various police departments in
Minnesota. The training was held at the Woodbury Police
Department and was part of a three day course for school
resource officers put on by Division of Homeland Security
and Emergency Management of the Department of Public Safety.

Juvenile Division
On August 7, 2014 the County Attorney’s Office and the Cottage Chief
Grove Police Department provided a training at the Washington County
Historic Courthouse entitled, “School Threat Management and Violence Tony Zdroik
Prevention: If You See Something, Say Something.” Susan Harris of the
Juvenile Division helped to coordinate the training. The audience - over
Attorneys
100 people - included school administrators, school resource officers,
school security personnel, school psychologists, human resource risk Rick Allen
managers, and mental health professionals. The training helped those Sue Harris
individuals to recognize safety threats in schools and how to effectively
respond to those threats. Those who attended heard from Dr. Kristine Erin Johnson
Kienlen, Psy.D., a frequent speaker on threat assessments and the President Kari Lindstrom
of Minnesota Threat Assessment and Forensic Professionals. There was
also a panel discussion involving school officials and police officers. The Kevin Mueller
panel used hypothetical scenarios and described what the important
considerations were in each scenario and how to use those considerations in
Legal Assistants
assessing a threat. The final
presenter of the day was Rick Sherry Hillman
Hodsdon, an assistant county Teri Selden
attorney in the Civil Division
of the Washington County
Attorney’s office. Mr. Hodsdon spoke about the data
practices issues involved in the sharing of information from
threat assessments. This training was another example of
the County Attorney’s office commitment to provide
quality training to law enforcement and our other
community partners and our commitment to work with and
form relationships with school personnel to provide for
safer schools and educated students.
In addition to those trainings, Erin Johnson provided training at a state-wide child protection training
coordinated by the Minnesota County Attorney’s Association. She also provided a legislative update to
social workers with Washington County Community Services. Kevin Mueller also spoke at a state-wide
conference for Narcotics Investigators.
15
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Truancy
The Truancy Initiative started by the County Attorney’s office in 2012 continues to intervene in the
lives of students and families who are struggling with school attendance. During the 2013 - 2014 school
year we reached more students and families then the previous school year by speaking with them at the
Attendance Intervention Meetings [AIM] and Diversion Contract meetings. The AIM meeting is a group
meeting where Susan Harris, an assistant county attorney, and Pete Orput speak to students and parents
about the concerns and realities of poor school attendance. Students and families receive a letter from our
office to attend the AIM meetings. If the student continues to truant after an invitation to the AIM
meeting, a Diversion Contract Meeting is scheduled. At that meeting, the student meets with a social
worker, school officials, and Susan Harris (when the student is 16 or 17). During that meeting the parties
enter into a contract to improve school attendance as an alternative to going to Juvenile Court on a
Truancy petition. In the 2012 - 2013 school year, 559 students and their families were asked to attend the
AIM meeting; 256 attended which is 45%. In the 2013 - 2014 school year, 510 students and their
families were asked to attend the AIM Meeting; 272 attended which is 52%. The number of Diversion
Contract meetings conducted by Ms. Harris increased significantly last school year from 94 meetings
during the 2012 - 2013 school year to 120 meetings during the 2013 - 2014 school year.
There was also an increase in the number of Truancy petitions filed in Juvenile Court during the 2013
– 2014 school year. The previous school year we filed 32 petitions. The number of petitions increased to
39 during the 2013 -2014 school year. This increase is due in large part to the increased awareness by
the schools of the County Attorney’s Office diversion work with 16-17 year old students. Prior to the
2012 – 2013 school year, those students were taken directly to court rather than diverted by this office.

Pledge to Graduate Drawings
The Washington County Attorney’s Office has placed a
high priority on school attendance, education and graduation
for all students living in the County. Washington County has
a three level Truancy Program that involves addressing poor
school attendance.
Emphasis is also placed on rewarding
those students who make a commitment to graduate with
their class and receive a high school diploma. For the third
year in a row, the Washington County Attorney’s Office has
held a drawing at the County Fair for students (K-12) who
make this pledge. Two lucky students either win a class ring
donated by Jostens or an iPad donated by Sam’s Club.

2014 Pledge to Graduate Winners
Student at Woodbury Middle School awarded
iPad donated by Sam’s Club
Student at Stillwater Area High School awarded
class ring donated by Jostens
16
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Juvenile By the Numbers in 2014
Juvenile Cases by Crime Type

Child Protection
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Veterans Program
The veterans program promotes public safety while supporting
veterans and their families through a coordinated effort among the
veteran services delivery system, community-based services, and the
court – thereby leaving no veteran behind. This program recognizes
the unique problems facing veterans and how problem solving courts can
help by recognizing the disabilities that military men and women returning
from active deployment develop and identifying resources to assist the
justice involved veterans. The program strives to identify veterans, offer them assistance, assess
their needs, and help them solve their problems. It is a unique partnership between the criminal
justice system, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and local treatment providers.

Since inception of the program in 2012, the office has reached
out to 56 veterans, 21 veterans joined the program, and 12
veterans have successfully completed the program.
Valley Crossing Community School in Woodbury
All School Veterans Day Commemoration Program
On November 11, 2014 Pete Orput and George Kuprian spoke
at Valley Crossing Community
School for their Veterans Day
event.

Photo: George Kuprian, Becky Giles, Pete Orput
and Staff Sgt. Dwayne Brausch, USMC.

Consumer, Environmental
and Vulnerable Adult Protection
As the population in Washington County ages, a growing number of our family members, friends,
and neighbors are at risk for emotional and financial abuse and neglect. In recent years we have seen a
steady increase in the frequency with which fraud-related cases involving older adults are occurring and
we need to step forward and confront the issue. This office is committed to protecting the public from
the dangers of fraud and other exploitation crimes. The best protection is public awareness and this
office conducts community outreach to alert and inform citizens about potential scams, swindles, and
frauds. To prevent financial or other exploitation from happening, we aggressively enforce Minnesota
laws, rules and policies that protect vulnerable adults and seek redress for victims. In addition we foster
good relationships and initiatives across jurisdictions and agencies by being actively involved in the East
Metro Crime Prevention Coalition, Vulnerable Adult Justice Project and World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day.
18
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High Profile Cases
Criminal cases that do reach the jury
calendar are either tried to a jury or the
defendant must enter a straight guilty plea
with no agreement as to sentencing. In
2014 the criminal division tried seventeen
(17) cases and were in trial sixty-one (61) days.
Last year the criminal division was involved with ten (10) homicide cases.
Murder Cases
 Benjamin Beck-pleaded guilty to 2nd Degree Intentional Murder in the strangling death of an MCFOak Park Heights inmate. Sentenced to 40 years in prison consecutive to his present term.
 Tony Roman Nose- The State Supreme Court ruled that the U.S. Supreme Court case of Miller v.
Alabama, which held that mandatory life sentences without parole for juveniles convicted of 1 st
Degree Murder were unconstitutional without a sentencing hearing, was not retroactive.
 Emily Frye- Pleaded guilty to 3rd Degree Murder for the sale of drugs resulting in a drug overdose
death. Sentenced to 84 months in prison.
 Adam Wickard- pleaded guilty to 2nd Degree Manslaughter in providing methadone to another and
failing to render aid which resulted in a drug overdose death. Sentenced to 57 months in prison.
 Brian Phillip Norlander, Sydney Claire Johnson, Alistair Curtis Berg– three teenagers charged
with Murder in the Third Degree and Controlled Substance Crime in the Second Degree due to the
overdose death of a Woodbury teenager. As part of the charging process, the County Attorney’s
office filed a motion to certify the teenagers to adult court. All of the matters are still pending.
Theft Case
 Elaina Cosello- convicted by a jury of multiple counts of Identity Theft and Felony Theft of
$150,000 in the financial exploitation of a vulnerable adult. Sentenced to 68 months in prison.
Assault Case
 Derrick Brocks- pleaded guilty to 1st Degree Assault, 2nd Degree Assault and 4th Degree Assault for
assaulting multiple correctional officers at MCF-Stillwater. Sentenced to 98 months in prison
consecutive to his present term.
Drug Case
 Danielle Brand- pleaded guilty to 1st Degree Possession of 1 lb. Methamphetamine. This major
drug dealer was sentenced to 84 months in prison.
Possession of Child Pornography
 Peter Halter- pleaded guilty to 10 counts of Possession of Child Pornography. The State argued for
a guidelines prison sentence, but the judge gave a dispositional departure of 60 months stayed and 20
years probation.
19
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Training
Police Training
Topics have included:










Identifying Suspects and Seizing
Evidence
Criminal Justice Training
Legal Strategies for Patrol Officers
Juvenile Law, Charging Decisions,
Interviewing Juvenile Defendants
Vehicle Searches and Occupant Detentions
Critical Incident Responses
Grand Jury Presentations on Police Use of Force
Gun Law Updates
Search and Seizure, Detentions and Contacts

.

Criminal Justice Training
The Washington County Attorney’s Office sponsored
a two-day class in all things related to criminal
prosecution functions for our law clerks as well as other
county attorney’s office’s law clerks from throughout the
metro area. We heard from several seasoned prosecutors,
judges, law enforcement officials, the medical examiner
and others in offering a comprehensive immersion into the
workings of criminal courts, case charging, evidence
handling, courtroom arguments and brief writing. The
training was coordinated by Assistant Washington County
Attorney Imran Ali.
The County Attorney’s office offers prosecutor training,
both in-office and statewide. Prosecutors from our office have
provided one hundred twenty (120) hours of prosecutor training
in 2014 to 1326 prosecutors. This commitment to making the
prosecution function the best it can be is reflected in the fact that
the training provided by our office was all volunteer. These
efforts in training with law enforcement, prosecutors, other
county departments and the public will continue, as they can
only benefit the criminal justice system in the long run.

20
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Training
Stalking Training for Prosecutors
and Law Enforcement
Training was held at Tubman in Maplewood on
February 14, 2014. Approximately 100 attendees included
assistant Washington County attorneys, city prosecutors, law
enforcement, and other court personnel from throughout the metro area. The guest presenter was
Rhonda Martinson from AEquitas – a nonprofit organization with headquarters located in Washington,
DC. AEquitas’ staff is comprised of former prosecutors and allied professionals who have a history of
collaborating with state and federal criminal justice agencies to improve the criminal justice response to
violence against women. The training was organized by the Washington County Attorney’s Office,
Tubman, Minnesota Women Lawyers and the Cottage Grove Police Department.

Congressional Medal of Honor Training
On April 30, 2014 the County Attorney’s Office teamed up with Jostens and the
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation for a training about a character
development curriculum for school teachers and administrators. This training has
occurred at many sites all over the United States, but this was the first that occurred
in Minnesota. The curriculum uses the examples of several recipients of the
Congressional Medal of Honor to teach students about the values of courage,
sacrifice, citizenship, patriotism, commitment, and integrity. Students are shown a
video vignette which describes the event or series of event that lead to the awarding of the Congressional
Medal of Honor. As part of the video, the Congressional Medal of Honor recipient describes the event
and the lessons learned from the event. The training took place at the Historic Courthouse in Stillwater
and was attended by approximately 60 teachers, coaches, and school administrators. As part of the
training, Colonel Roger H.C. Donlon spoke to those in attendance on the value of the lessons learned in
the character development program. Colonel Donlon was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for
his service in Vietnam in 1964. He is one of only 77 living recipients of the Congressional Medal of
Honor.
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Staff Awards
Pete Orput
Washington County Attorney
On December 4, 2014 at the Minnesota County
Attorneys
Association
(MCAA)
Annual
Conference, Washington County Attorney Pete
Orput was awarded the Johnson Distinguished
Service Award. The award is presented to a County Attorney who has
demonstrated a history of significant leadership, strived to improve the
quality of justice, and whose activity has increased and enhanced public
awareness of the Office of County Attorney at the state and/or national level while adhering to the
highest ethical standards of the legal profession.
Pete received the award for his many accomplishments including making meaningful changes in his
office implementing initiatives such as reducing turnaround time on charging decisions, Veterans Court,
Truancy Initiative and more. The award acknowledges Pete’s continuing commitment to justice and
serves as an example of his leadership.

George Kuprian
Civil Division Chief
Meeker County Attorney Tony Spector honored George Kuprian,
Assistant Washington County Attorney, at the December 23 rd
Washington County Board of Commissioners meeting. Spector told the
board that he had been appointed county attorney in Meeker County, and
sought advice and assistance regarding his new role from a number of
Assistant Washington County Attorneys, particularly from Kuprian, who
heads
the
Washington
County Attorney’s office
civil division.
Spector visited the board meeting to express his
appreciation for all the assistance he received.
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Staff Awards
Alissa Leibfried
Senior Legal Assistant
Alissa Leibfried received a “Unsung Legal Hero Award” which was
presented at a luncheon on September 8, 2014 at the Hyatt Regency in
Minneapolis.
Alissa was nominated by Robin Wolpert for her work in
implementing new processes and procedures for handling appeals. The
project included mapping-out procedural requirements for various types
of appeals and motion practices, and creating the templates staff use to
meet
those
requirements.

Photo: Barb & Doug Leibfried (Alissa’s
parents), Alissa Leibfried, Jenn Baltaian, Robin
Wolpert, Teri Kelly and Brent Wartner

Service Awards
In 2014 we celebrated milestones for two staff members.

Christine VonDeLinde
Victim/Witness Coordinator
20 years
Sherry Hillman
Senior Legal Assistant
Juvenile Division
25 years
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Community Outreach
Community Education
Training sessions have been presented to other
county staff, attorneys, legal assistants, paralegals,
social workers, judges, law clerks, child support
officers, prison staff, law enforcement and others.
Presentations about crime prevention and other
topics were given to many community groups
including Lions Club, AFL/CIO retirees, rotary
groups, seniors, chambers of commerce, students and
citizens.

Spring Into Service
On Saturday, May 17, 2014 many Washington
County Attorney’s office staff and family members
volunteered for Community Thread’s “Spring Into
Service” event.
Volunteers helped clean up the
grounds, the trails and the house at Arcola Mills north
of Stillwater.

Night to Unite
Staff members partnered with law enforcement and participated in events at a dozen communities in
Washington County for “Night to Unite” events.
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Community Outreach
Washington County Fair
Many staff members volunteered to work at our County Fair booth. Staff talked to people who
came to our booth, told them about the work our office does and gave out crime prevention information.
Students (K-12) signed a pledge to commit to graduate from high school and were entered into a drawing
to win a class ring donated by Jostens and an iPad donated by Sam’s Club. Staff also helped at the
Senior Day event where seniors were given some information on preventing identity theft and enjoyed
refreshments and bingo.
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Staff Events—Community Fundraising
April Showers
Thanks to the generosity of staff, family and
friends, the fourth annual Washington County
Attorney’s office fundraising drive collected
many baby and infant items and cash
donations for Tubman’s annual April
Showers donation drive.
Staff with April Showers donations

Summer Food Drive
Staff donated many needed food items and cash for the
County’s annual summer food drive.
Right: Pete Orput, Jenn Baltaian
& Brent Wartner with donations

Combined Charities
Fund Drive
Staff raised over $2,054 this year for Washington
County’s charitable giving fund drive through many
activities including bake sales, breakfast cart, casual days,
and prize raffle with prizes donated by staff..

Above: Jean Mersch and Brooke Olson
Left: Cathy Rochel and Jenn Baltaian
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Staff Recognition
Recognition and appreciation of staff is important to us. Acknowledgment is given for service
awards, retirements, new staff, trial victories, hard work on cases and other accomplishments. Other
events held include Dog Days of Summer employee appreciation picnic lunch hosted by management,
family picnic after work, Administrative Professionals luncheon, Bosses’ Day luncheon, Halloween
party and Christmas party and activities.

Annual Administrative Professionals Luncheon

Team Building Events
Two Health, Fitness and Team Building
events were held at Woodbury Dog Park.
Staff got together with our without their dogs.
On September 3, 2014 we had our annual
“Dog Days of Summer Picnic” and staff were
treated to lunch served by the managers.

Criminal
Heavy Hitters
“Heavy Hitter” Award - a
travelling trophy awarded to the
prosecutor who has successfully
tried a jury trial. That prosecutor
keeps the bat symbolizing the
award until another prosecutor has
similar success in a jury trial.
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New Staff 2014

Brooke Olson, Jenn Baltaian, Pete Orput,
Reilly Palmen, Aimee Schroeder & Laurie Anderson

MISSION
We promote justice and public safety through vigorously prosecuting
crime, protecting those in need and providing quality legal
representation for Washington County.

Washington County
A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow.
This publication made possible through the efforts of the Washington County Attorney’s Office in
association with local law enforcement agencies. Funds are utilized to convert property that aided in or
was used in the commission of criminal offenses to a public benefit. No taxpayer dollars have been
expended in the printing of this publication.

