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Message from the
County Attorney….
Welcome to the Washington County Attorney’s office 2013
annual report. I thank you for your interest in my office’s work and I
am confident that the achievements of my office’s attorneys and staff
will impress you as much as they have me. This report marks the
completion of my third year serving as County Attorney. Along with
our partners in laws enforcement and communities throughout
Washington County, the County Attorney’s office has accomplished
a great deal in 2013 to enhance public safety. As you will see in our
office’s highlights, we have done much to enhance our effectiveness
as trial attorneys with our monthly in-house trial skills training as
well as our quarterly training for law enforcement officers. At the
same time, we have continued to develop proactive crime prevention initiatives and citizen education
programs to address factors that drive crime in our communities. Across the organization, there are
stories of success and standout employees who help make us one of the premier county attorney offices in
the state.
Our record of effectively holding offenders to account in court has resulted in a number of high
profile jury trials including a successful prosecution of a first degree murderer as well as six other
homicide prosecutions such as distributing narcotics resulting in death to the user. I am proud of the fact
that for the third year in a row, this office has quadrupled the number of trials as compared to previously
resulting in more effective justice for victims and citizens.
We also have employed a wide variety of tools to fight crime and enhance safety using diversionary
and treatment programs such as our veterans program, offender recovery program for drug addicted
recidivists, truancy and safe schools initiatives and restorative justice programs for crime victims. These
strategies, along with aggressive prosecutions, have been shown to be
effective in short circuiting the criminal careers of offenders much earlier
and getting offenders out of the system permanently.
I am most proud, perhaps, of my office’s delivering the highest
quality legal services for our citizens using sound fiscal management
which has allowed us to provide public safety and civil legal services
under budget each year since taking office in 2011.

Pete Orput
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Administrative
Division
The First Assistant runs the administrative division, whose primary
function is to support every other division and ensure the smooth operation
of the office.
The division performs a full range of support services including
community outreach, hiring attorneys and staff, preparation and oversight
of the budget and fiscal matters, providing information systems services,
purchasing, facilities management, media relations, grant and program
oversight, and special projects. The administrative staff must work closely
with all divisions to ensure compliance with and implementation of all
policies, standards and mandates of the office.

Brent Wartner
First Assistant
County Attorney

Administrative Services Manager Barbara Nelson is responsible for
the effective management of our $4.8 million annual budget, support
services matters, and technological resources and initiatives. She is also
responsible for maintaining our electronic case management system used
to facilitate the work flow and work products maintained in each
functional division and with the assistance of a supervisor she is
responsible for management of division clerical staff consisting of 11 legal
assistants, 3 paralegals, and an office support position.
Administrative division initiatives in 2013 include:
Safety and Security: A security audit of the office identified a need for a
visitor badge device that will identify non-police officer and non-county
staff visitors that from time to time we find in our office. In March, we
obtained our visitor badge equipment and required all visitors to the office
to check in, show identification and have displayed a visitor badge. This is
one small effort toward assuaging staff safety concerns. We continue to
work with County Administration to implement other safety and security
measures for our employees.

Barbara Nelson
Administrative Services
Manager

History of the Office: In recognition of the rich heritage in Washington County, in April our office
began to collect historical photographs in order to hang on the wall to enhance the office environment and
display for the public. As part of this project, staff obtained for display portraits of all of the County
Attorneys that have served for Washington County since the county came to existence. The display
includes the names and dates of service.
Training Room: In July, the office used drug forfeiture funds to update the training room to include a
new overhead projector, drop down screen, and overflow room, which allows us to put on CLE and
POST certified legal training opportunities for our staff, city prosecutors and law enforcement partners.
4
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Administrative Division
2013 Initiatives continued
Criminal Discovery Collections:
Our office
previously has provided private defense counsel
discovery in criminal cases and billed them
afterwards at the end of the case. The practice has
resulted in approximately $15,000 in past due bills
owing to this office for those discovery materials
going back many years. In order to stop this
ongoing problem, we changed the methodology for
providing discovery for private defense counsel,
effective May 1, 2013 (by law, public defenders are provided discovery at
no cost). Payment for discovery is now required in advance. Defense
counsel are able to pick up discovery for their case at the front desk of the
County Attorney’s office on the fourth floor of the Law Enforcement
Center. Upon picking up that discovery, they are required, at that time, to
pay for the discovery by check or cash. In the alternative, private defense
counsel may request that discovery be mailed to them, as long as payment
is made by them in advance. In this way, we can comply with our legal
obligations and still make certain that the public wealth is protected at the
same time.
Staff Picture Day: On October 22nd a photographer came over the lunch
hour and took photos of all staff, each division, other groups and some
individual photos. We have the photos available for use for our annual
report, presentations, to hang in the office, and for staff to reprint and
enjoy for themselves.

Programs and Partnerships


East Metro Crime Prevention Coalition
hosts second educational forum

County Attorney
Pete Orput
First Assistant
Brent Wartner
Administrative
Services Manager
Barbara Nelson
Executive Assistant
Cathy Rochel
Office Support II
Lisa Brysky

The Coalition held a Bullying-Cyber-Sexting
Prevention Forum on April 10, 2013 at the Washington County Historic Courthouse in Stillwater.
Keynote speakers included representatives from PACER, Minnesota Department of Education and the
Jacob Wetterling Resource Center. The over 200 attendees included school staff, law enforcement,
criminal justice agencies, and others. Those who attended learned about trends in social media, effective
strategies to intervene, anti-bullying resources and how to develop
school policies.


Gun Locks = Gun Safety

The Washington County Attorney’s office partnered with the
Washington County Sheriff’s office and handed out gun locks in 2013.
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Civil
Division
“We deliver high quality legal
representation with budgetary discipline
while maintaining successful client
relationships.”

George Kuprian
Civil Division Chief

The duties of the civil division range from crafting contracts to rendering legal opinions to acting as
county board parliamentarian to representing the county’s interests in court. Because its responsibilities
within the county are so pervasive, the civil division touches nearly every department in the county. With
this in mind, the civil division looks for ways which will help departments expedite its work within a legal
framework. In that respect, 2013 saw the civil division build upon the several initiatives it instituted with
departments in 2012 while also establishing new ones in 2013.
The most notable of the initiatives for 2013 and one very welcomed by the departments involved
taking on the task of being the “clearing house” for data requests to departments under the Minnesota
Data Practices Act. A protocol was established whereby if a request for
data is made to a particular county department, the requestor forwarded to
the civil division which, in turn, would work with the department to gather
the data, determine the classification of the data and then provide the
requested public data to the requestor.
In developing our initiatives, one of our pivotal considerations is a
recognition that the county’s efforts in collecting monies owed it was often
stymied by a lack of access to the legal process. To address this, we
formed alliances with Community Services and the Accounting and
Finance Department whereby an attorney is specifically assigned to work
with both departments in the collection process. The result is that both
departments realized a significant gain in collections for 2013. For
example, Community Services collected over $206,000 in medical
assistance reimbursements, through the efforts of the attorney assigned to
it.
Washington County
Attorney’s office honored
veterans and family members
(pictured Vicky Krawczeski
& George Kuprian)
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Civil Division

Another of the more important duties
assigned the civil division is the pursuit of child
support payments through district court actions.
Although it lacks the renown of other types of
cases, it has an impact in a very big way on some
of our most vulnerable people – children and
single parents. Therefore, the civil division takes pride in the fact that
in partnership with Community Services, Washington County
continues to outpace the state average in realizing child support
collections. We are one of the leading counties in the state in
collecting child support payments.
The civil division takes great satisfaction in the fact that it is a
per capita leader in the State in litigating property tax appeals. The
decision to litigate these cases is founded on a belief of fairness in
taxation and a belief in the abilities of the county assessors to render
a fair and proper assessment.
In addition to its myriad of other duties, the civil division is also
the county’s litigator, and 2013 it defended the county in a lawsuit
that may have ramifications for nearly every county in the state. The
suit is predicated in the sheriff’s ability to charge a jail fee and in the
manner in which it is collected, which the plaintiff claims is done in
an illegal and unconstitutional manner. The plaintiff also seeks class
certification so although the direct damages are small, about $25, the
consequential damages, particularly attorney’s fees may prove large.
The case is in its infancy, but we are confident of prevailing.
The civil division also pioneered the office’s transition to e-filing
(electronic filing of documents by computer). Although there were a
few bumps along the way, its implementation was nearly seamless.
In fact, the support staff exhibited such savvy in its implementation
that it was called upon by Community Services in its transition to efiling.

Civil Division Chief
George Kuprian
Attorneys
Rick Hodsdon
Mike Hutchinson
Linda Krafthefer
Maura Shuttleworth
Sue Steffen Tice
Jim Zuleger
Paralegals
Deb Peterson
Nancy Tavernier
Char Trende
Legal Assistants
Vicky Krawczeski
Allison Cossetta
Sandie Larsen

7

Washington County Attorney’s Office—2013 Annual Report

Civil by the Numbers in 2013
Workload Distribution by Percentage

Workload Distribution by
File Assignments

8

Administrative Appeals
Civil Actions
Collections
Contract Review
Data Practices
Estate/Claim/Demands
Expungements
Forfeitures
Guardianship & Conservatorship
Child Support/Paternity
Land Acquisitions
Opinions
Other
Tax Appeals

29
35
45
655
31
191
69
196
7
1733
2
88
22
282
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Civil by the Numbers in 2013
Contract Reviews & Legal Opinions

Sound Fiscal Management for Legal Services in Washington County
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Criminal
Division
“Aggressive prosecution is the key to
protecting public safety.”
Fred Fink
Criminal Division Chief

The criminal division consists of the division chief and seven (7)
assistant county attorneys responsible for the prosecution of all felonies
committed in the county, as well as misdemeanors committed in selected municipalities.

The division also consists of four (4) victim/witness advocates whose duties include acting as victim
liaisons throughout criminal cases. They also marshal witnesses for trial for the prosecuting attorneys
handling the cases.
The advocates’ mission is to improve the quality of justice for victims and the
community by providing supportive and informative advocacy. We continue to implement the changes in
philosophy and manner in which cases have been handled. This can be broken down into three (3) major
areas: charging, case emphasis, and plea agreements/trials.
The methodology we have implemented facilitates a timely decision-making process on requests for
charges. Attorneys are required to make a decision to charge, decline a case, or refer a case for further
investigation in an expedited manner. To that end, by the end of 2013, the average time between a case
file entering the office system and a charging/declining/referring decision being made was down to six
(6) days. Our constituencies are now being much more efficiently served with timely charging decisions.
In turn, timely charging decisions better insure viable long-term criminal prosecutions. In all, the public
and, particularly, victims of crime are much better served as a result of this accomplishment.
The criminal division has focused on violent offenses, career offenders, human trafficking and
complex prosecutions, not to the exclusion of other offenses. However, when allocating resources we
believe that the public is best served with the realization that criminal justice attention should best be
focused on these areas. Consequently, this has led to changes in how we have dealt with cases within the
system.
We operate under a vertical system of prosecution. This means that the prosecutor that charges the
case will handle the case all the way through trial. This insures a consistency of handling that case
throughout. Coupled with that is a methodology where we have emphasized negotiating with the defense
on cases, other than the complex, career and violent offenses, well in advance of trial, so our prosecutors
could focus their preparations on cases that are going to be presented to a jury.

10
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Criminal Division
Criminal Division
Chief
Fred Fink
Attorneys
Imran Ali
Pete Johnson
Karin McCarthy
Jessica Stott
Tom Wedes
Robin Wolpert
Siv Yurichuk
Supervisor
Teri Kelly
Legal Assistants
Pam Hughes
Alissa Leibfried
Jean Mersch
Theresa Redman
Erica Sullivan
Aly Wojcik
Victim/Witness
Coordinators
Steve Despiegelaere
Deb Smith
Christine VonDeLinde
Mary Waldkirch

Those cases that do reach the jury calendar are either tried to a
jury or the defendant must enter a straight guilty plea with no
agreement as to sentencing. Focusing as we have on violent, career and
complex cases, and properly preparing them, we have quadrupled (X4)
our trials over the past three years in our efforts to bring a higher
quality of justice to Washington County residents. In 2013 the criminal
division tried twenty-five (25) cases and were in trial one hundred five
(105) days. This was in excess of 40% of the days available for
criminal trials in 2013. Last year alone our office was involved with
seven (7) separate homicide cases.
The division has also become heavily involved in what is
called the “investigative phase of prosecution”. Put another way, our
prosecutors, on certain types of cases do not wait for the finished
investigative product to arrive in the office. Rather, they are involved
in assisting investigators in the investigative phase better assuring a
solid case for prosecution. Typical examples of this are when a
prosecutor gets called to the scene of a homicide or arson or when they
meet on a weekly basis with the Narcotics Task Force to review
ongoing criminal enterprise cases. A prosecutor from our office also is
heavily involved in the investigative phase on our human trafficking
cases, conferring with law enforcement during the investigation all the
way up to charging and throughout the prosecution.
Our office enjoys a favorable reputation among other county
attorney’s offices. As such, we were asked to, and did, handle eleven
(11) conflict of interest cases for other county attorney’s offices in
2013. Ramsey, Anoka, Hennepin, Isanti, and Chisago counties sought
our assistance when these issues arose and we were able to
accommodate them. Conversely, we are then able to call upon them
should we ever have a case where a conflict arises.
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Criminal By the Numbers in 2013
Adult Cases by Crime Type
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Serving Victims
Number of Victims

of Crime
Being a victim of a crime can be a
very difficult experience. Whether you
or a family member has been victimized,
you may feel anger, guilt, shame,
insecurity, fear, powerlessness, and
depression. Victims of crime need an
aggressive champion on their side to
ensure they receive the support they
deserve and that is a strong focus of our
office. It’s not just criminals who enjoy
rights- victims do too!
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Victims have the right to restitution,
the right not to be excluded from criminal
justice proceedings, and the right to speak at criminal justice proceedings. We provide resources and
referrals to victims for therapy, healing and costs associated with
In 2013 we assisted victimization. Our staff of four victim advocates - two of whom
are former law enforcement officers- work closely with our adult
victims in recovering and juvenile prosecution teams to ensure that victims’ voices get
heard in court.
over $25,000 in

restitution from
offenders.

“A victim of crime
shall be treated
with fairness,
compassion and
respect.”

Washington County Attorney’s office Victim Witness Coordinators:
Deb Smith, Steve Despiegelaere, Christine VonDeLinde
Mary Waldkirch (not pictured)
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Juvenile
Division
“We recognize that effective juvenile
prosecution goes beyond the
courtroom and involves juvenile
outreach and the prevention of
juvenile crime. ”

Tony Zdroik
Juvenile Division Chief

The juvenile division, led by division chief Tony Zdroik prosecutes all juvenile delinquency cases filed
in Washington County Court. The juvenile division seeks to promote public safety through the
prosecution of juvenile crimes while taking into consideration the special circumstances of juvenile
offenders. The juvenile division also provides legal representation to Washington County Community
Services on child protection matters that involve children who have been abused or neglected by a parent
or legal custodian.
The child protection caseload was significant in 2013 for the juvenile division. The division received
81 referrals regarding child protection cases. That number was a 20 percent increase compared to 2012
and the most referrals since 2005. Among those referrals, the division also reviewed and filed 22
Termination of Parental Rights or other permanency petitions in 2013. The child protection numbers are
significant because those cases are often among the most complex and time consuming cases handled by
the County Attorney’s office.
The County Attorney’s office has made it a priority to train and communicate with law enforcement
on the investigation of criminal cases over the last few years. That communication is paying off as seen in
the low number of case declination letters. The number of cases declined for prosecution reached an
astounding low of 73 cases in 2013. By comparison, the average number of case declined for prosecution
over the last ten years has been 181 cases per year, with a high of 283 in 2008.
In order to promote public safety, this office holds juvenile offenders accountable for all serious
offenses by asking the court to certify a juvenile to stand trial as an adult. For example, the juvenile
division aggressively prosecuted a 16 year old who burglarized multiple homes this past year in Cottage
Grove. During one burglary, the juvenile threatened a homeowner with a knife. Law enforcement worked
diligently to investigate the cases and the juvenile ultimately pled guilty to three burglaries and a
robbery. He is awaiting sentencing.

14
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Juvenile Division
Youth Outreach &
Crime Prevention

In addition to the commitment to effectively prosecute juvenile
crimes, the Washington County Attorney’s office also recognizes the need
for prosecuting agencies to have a role in crime prevention. In accordance
with that, the County Attorney’s office further recognizes that an essential
element of crime prevention for juveniles is school attendance. In 2013
the County Attorney’s office continued its efforts around a truancy
initiative that began the prior year. The overall goal of the truancy
initiative is to promote regular school attendance and high school
graduation for Washington County students. A significant part of that is
meeting the students face to face to inform them about the issues and
consequences of continued truancy. This is done in two ways. First,
students and parents are invited to an Attendance Intervention Meeting
[AIM] where they are informed of legal requirements of school
attendance, the consequences for truancy, and what occurs if the child
continues to miss school. Second, if the student continues to miss school
after the AIM meeting, a diversion contract meeting is scheduled. At that
meeting the student and parent meet with an assistant county attorney,
social worker, and school official. The parties discuss the student’s
attendance issues and enter into a contract to promote improved school
attendance.

Decline in Need for Truancy Petitions
53
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20

Juvenile Division
Chief
Tony Zdroik
Attorneys
Rick Allen
Sue Harris
Erin Johnson
Kari Lindstrom
Kevin Mueller
Legal Assistants
Sherry Hillman
Teri Selden

During the 2012-2013 and, so far,
during the 2013-2014 school year,
approximately 250 families have attended
the AIM meeting. During that same period
of time, the County Attorney’s office has
scheduled meetings on Diversion Contracts
for over 125 families. These interventions
have resolved many school attendance
issues for students and parents without the
need for juvenile court intervention.
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Juvenile Division
In order to further reach out to students, the
County Attorney’s office has developed presentations
on issues relevant to students. In 2013 the Juvenile
Division made presentations about bullying and
cyberbullying on two occasions. First, division chief
Tony Zdroik participated in a panel on bullying which
discussed the issues with the entire freshman class of
Woodbury High School. Mr. Zdroik made a second
presentation about the public safety impact of
bullying and what students can do to respond to it to
the student body of North St. Paul High School. The
two presentations reached over 2500 students.
The County Attorney’s office further recognizes that interventions are most effective for juveniles
when they receive services soon after the offense and within their own community. This decreases the
likelihood of additional offenses for that juvenile. In furtherance of that idea, the County Attorney’s
office screens all cases for participation in a diversion program. In Washington County, if a juvenile is
sent to a diversion program he or she receives services to address the offense at one of the Youth Service
Bureaus located in Forest Lake, Woodbury, Stillwater, or Cottage Grove. The juvenile is held
accountable for the offense and required to participate in services through contract. In 2013 the County
Attorney’s office diverted one-third of all chargeable cases to a Youth Service Bureau.

Pledge to Graduate Drawings
The Washington County Attorney’s Office has placed a high priority on school attendance, education
and graduation for all students living in the County. Washington County has a three level Truancy
Program that involves addressing poor school attendance. Emphasis is also placed on rewarding those
students who make a commitment to graduate with their class and receive a high school diploma. For the
second year in a row, the Washington County Attorney’s Office has held a drawing at the County Fair for
students (K-12) who make this pledge. Two lucky students either win a class ring donated by Jostens or
an iPad donated by Sam’s Club.
The winning students
will be awarded their prize in February.

2013 Pledge to Graduate Winners
Student at Woodbury Middle School
awarded iPad donated by Sam’s Club
Student at Stillwater Area High School
awarded class ring donated by Jostens
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Juvenile By the Numbers in 2013
Juvenile Cases by Crime Type
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Gun Violence
Despite the overall decline in the number of gun homicides over the last 15 years, gun violence in
America remains extraordinarily high. Two-thirds of the 15,000 people murdered each year die at the
hand of armed criminals. Use of a gun greatly increases the likelihood that a violent crime will be
completed, particularly in cases of robbery and rape. We have responded to this epidemic by focusing on
partnerships between all law enforcement agencies, community outreach and vigorous prosecution of gun
crimes.
Violent crime is a social problem. No one expects any scientific breakthrough to remedy it. In order
to solve this problem, or even to attempt to, it has to come from changing attitudes and behaviors of
various groups and individuals, both inside and outside the criminal justice system. Hence, the need for
the partnerships we have begun to formulate.
In direct response to gun violence and violent crime, our office focuses our allocation of resources in
prosecuting these types of cases and maintains a ‘hard line’ in settlement discussions. Victims of these
crimes and the overall safety of the public deserve nothing less.

Human Exploitation & Trafficking
Sex trafficking occurs when people are forced or coerced into prostitution against their will. Sex
traffickers, a too polite term to describe pimps, frequently target vulnerable people with histories of abuse
and then use violence, threats, lies, false promises, debt bondage or other forms of control and
manipulation to keep victims involved in prostitution. Sex trafficking exists often at much larger rates
than most people realize and has been found in a wide variety of venues including residential brothels,
hotels, online escort services, fake massage businesses and street prostitution.
Indeed, sex trafficking is much closer to home than you think; victims, younger than ever, are just as
likely to be the homegrown American girl next door as illegally imported foreigners but the tragic result
is always the same- victims are generally forced to work for or provide services to the trafficker or others
and they are often held against their will through acts of coercion. This office, in partnership with our
law enforcement partners are committed to prosecuting those pimps and customers of sex traffickers to
the fullest extent.
Our juvenile prosecution unit is also committed to making efforts to get help for those victims
ensnared in the web of exploitation. Last year, working closely with Ramsey County Attorney John
Choi, we successfully persuaded our legislature to treat juveniles involved in sex trafficking as victims
and not delinquents. This was a needed first step in helping adolescent girls escape the clutches of the
pimps and “johns” who exploit them.
Our juvenile and adult prosecution teams work
jointly in assuring that those being exploited get the
help that is available while strongly enforcing our
criminal laws against sex trafficking in our
communities.
In 2013 our office prosecuted
prostitution/sex trafficking cases such as a case where
we worked with social service agencies to rescue an
adolescent girl from the pernicious sexual exploitation
trade.
18
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High Profile Cases
Murder Cases


Thomas Fox- convicted by a jury of First
Degree Premeditated Murder in the knife
killing of an Oakdale woman. Sentenced to
life in prison without possibility of release.



Demetrius Ballinger- convicted of Attempted Second Degree Intentional Murder and four (4) counts
of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct. Raped four (4) juvenile girls at gunpoint and shot at a
young man who tried to get away at the Red Roof Inn in Woodbury. Sentenced to 36 years in prison.



Mathew David Feeney- convicted of Second Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct and Fourth Degree
Criminal Sexual Conduct. Feeney ran a talent agency and used his position to get close to and
sexually molest two juvenile males. Sentenced to 109 months in prison.



Emily Katherine Jean Frye– convicted of Third Degree Murder for providing controlled substances
to the victim causing his death. Sentencing to be held in 2014.



Nhan Lap Tran- charged with Murder in the Second Degree in the shooting death of a 9 year old
boy in Oakdale. Tran was found incompetent to stand trial and has been civilly committed.

Rape Cases


Johnathan Richard Beying- convicted of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct for sexually
abusing a family member. Sentenced to 187 months in prison.



Joshua A. Olaosebikan- convicted by a jury of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct in an
acquaintance rape case.

Child Abuse Case


President Pimpin Austin- convicted after trial of Malicious Punishment of a Child Under Four
Causing Bodily Harm and Felony Domestic Assault after he took a coaxial cable and whipped his 2
year old child about the back, legs and genital area with it. Also assaulted the child’s mother.
Sentenced to 72 months in prison.

Weapons Case


Jerome Misters- convicted by a jury of Felon in Possession of a Pistol and Attempted Aggravated
Robbery with a Handgun. Also found to be a Career Criminal for sentencing purposes and was
sentenced to 120 months in prison.

Theft Case


Daniel John Callinan- convicted of a series of
burglaries and sentenced to 38 months in prison.

19
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Consumer, Environmental
& Vulnerable Adult Protection
This office is committed to protecting the public from the dangers of
fraud and other exploitation crimes. The best protection is public
awareness and this office conducts community outreach to alert and
inform citizens about potential scams, swindles, and frauds. In particular
exploitation crimes are frequently directed at vulnerable adults, both old
and young, with devastating personal suffering and economic
consequences for those individuals living on a fixed monthly income.
To prevent financial or other exploitation from happening, we
aggressively enforce Minnesota laws, rules and policies that protect
vulnerable adults and seek redress for victims. In addition we foster good
relationships and initiatives across jurisdictions and agencies by being
actively involved in the East Metro Crime Prevention Coalition, Vulnerable Adult Justice Project and
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. Members of these organizations have a shared dedication to
improving systems and resources to protect vulnerable adults and bring public awareness to the growing
issue.
The criminal division of the office aggressively pursues offenders who financially or physically
victimize the elderly and vulnerable. In one example, charges are pending against the adult daughter of
an elderly woman suffering from dementia. The daughter cashed out more than $54,000 in annuities in
her mother’s name and did not use the money for her mother’s care or needs.
In another case, our office filed an emergency substitute guardianship petition to allow police to
immediately remove a developmentally
delayed woman from the care and
custody of her mother, who was her legal
guardian. Her mother was alleged to
have been transporting the daughter to
different locations and forcing her to
perform acts of prostitution. Ultimately,
the daughter became pregnant and her
mother was convicted of Neglect of a
Vulnerable Adult. Our office continues
to work on protective proceedings for the
daughter and her child.
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Training

Police Training
The office continued in 2013 to provide extensive training to local police agencies and our sheriff’s
office. After surveying law enforcement for their needs, we instituted quarterly police training. This
typically involved a three hour day class and three hour evening class in order to make the training
available to all shifts of police. The training has become very popular with law enforcement. Topics
have included:





Overview of Admissibility of Warrantless Searches and Seizure
Practical Advice on the Admissibility of Statements to Police
Investigative & Liability Awareness
Overview of Legal Issues for School Resource Officer & School Administrators

The value of providing police training to law enforcement agencies can be measured in the quality
of the cases presented to our office for prosecution. Additionally, it serves to strengthen our
relationships with all of the law enforcement departments and their individual officers. We have
provided fifty-eight (58) hours of police training in 2013 to a total of over 400 police officer attendees.
These classes have resulted in fewer cases being declined for prosecution due to elements of the crime
not being able to be proven to stronger and more targeted efforts in prosecution of violent crimes and
targeted criminal prosecution.

Prosecutor Training
In addition to offering regularly scheduled law enforcement training, this office offers prosecutor
training, both in-office and statewide. Prosecutors from our office have provided sixty-seven (67) hours
of prosecutor training in 2013 to 438 prosecutors. On a monthly basis, our office provides technical
prosecutor training to our municipal prosecutor partners and our own lawyers. One of the side benefits
of holding training with our municipal prosecution partners is in the fostering of closer working
relationships with them. This commitment to making the prosecution function the best it can be is
reflected in the fact that the training provided by our office was all volunteer. These efforts in training
with law enforcement, prosecutors, other county departments and the public will continue, as they can
only benefit the criminal justice system in the long run.
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Veterans Program
2 year review of the Veterans
Program numbers


Referred to program = 31



Accepted to program = 14



Graduated from program = 5

On June 11, 2013 our office held an open house on the Washington County Veterans Program. At
the open house, our office presented on how we have partnered with Community Corrections, the district
court and Veterans Administration to develop a veterans court that connects justice involved veterans
with services at the veterans administration. The purpose of the presentation was to encourage county
partnerships in delivering rehabilitative alternatives to justice involved veterans. Over 50 individuals
from different departments in Carver, Stearns, Hennepin, and Olmsted counties attended this event.

Presenters at the Veterans Program open
house included: Brent Wartner, Steve
Despiegelaere, Hector Matascastillo &
Brock Hunter
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Diversity
Training

Chief Bill Sullivan (Oakdale), Chief John Gannaway
(Stillwater), Pete Orput, Rev. Kelly Webb, Chief Lee
Vague (Woodbury) & Tom Weidner (Eckberg Law
Firm)
Pete Orput and Washington County Sheriff William Hutton

Diversity Training for Prosecutors and Law Enforcement
November 5, 2013
On the afternoon of Tuesday, November 5th, the
Washington County Attorney’s Office and the Eckberg
Lammers Law Firm co-hosted Diversity Training for
Prosecutors and Law Enforcement. The training was
presented by Reverend Kelly Webb of Webb Diversity
Consultants, LLC. Over 40 assistant county attorneys,
city attorneys, police chiefs and law enforcement
personnel attended the training which was held at the
Washington County Historic Courthouse. The purpose of
the training was to begin a dialogue on race and how it
impacts our offices, profession and community.

23

Washington County Attorney’s Office—2013 Annual Report

Community Outreach
Community Education
Training sessions have been presented to other county
staff, attorneys, legal assistants, paralegals, social workers,
judges, law clerks, child support officers, prison staff, law
enforcement and others.
Presentations about crime prevention and other topics
were given to many community groups including Lions
Club, AFL/CIO retirees, rotary groups, seniors, chambers of
commerce, students and citizens.

Spring Into Service
On Saturday, May 4, 2013 many Washington County
Attorney’s office staff and family members volunteered for
Community
Thread’s
“Spring
Into
Service”
event. Volunteers helped
clean up the grounds, the
trails and the house at
Arcola Mills north of
Stillwater.

Night to Unite
Staff members participated in events at a dozen communities in Washington County for “Night to
Unite” events.
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Community Outreach
Washington County Fair
Many staff members volunteered to work at our
County Fair booth and helped with the Senior Day
activities at the fair. Staff enjoyed meeting people who
stopped at our booth and telling them about our office.
Students (K-12) signed a pledge to commit to graduate
from high school and were entered into a drawing to win a
class ring donated by Jostens and an iPad donated by
Sam’s Club.

Cookies for the Troops
26 boxes of Girl Scout cookies were
donated by staff and sent to our troops in
Afghanistan.
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Staff Events—Community Fundraising
For the third year, staff participated in the “April Showers” fundraiser for the Tubman Center.
Thanks to the generosity of Washington County staff and friends, the second annual Washington
County Attorney’s Office fundraising drive collected many baby and infant items (value over $400) and
cash donations. Staff members have participated in many other community projects including: summer
food drive, holiday food drive, cookies for the troops and others. Staff raised over $1,500 this year for
Washington County’s charitable giving fund drive through many activities and donations.

Staff with April Showers donations

Deb Peterson and Jean Mersch organized
two bake sales as part of fundraising for the
Charitable Funds Drive

Staff with Winter Food Drive donations
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Staff Recognition
Recognition and appreciation of staff is important to us. Acknowledgment is given for service
awards, retirements, new staff, trial victories, hard work on cases and other accomplishments. Other
events held include Dog Days of Summer employee appreciation picnic lunch hosted by management,
family picnic after work, Administrative Professionals luncheon, Bosses’ Day luncheon, Halloween
party and Christmas party and activities.

Professional staff bought lunch for support staff at the annual
Administrative Professionals Luncheon.

Criminal Heavy Hitters
“Heavy Hitter” Award - a travelling trophy
awarded to the prosecutor who has successfully
tried a jury trial. That prosecutor keeps the bat
symbolizing the award until another prosecutor
has similar success in a jury trial.
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New Staff 2013

Allison Cossetta, Kevin Mueller, Robin Wolpert, Pete Orput & Sandie Larsen

MISSION
We promote justice and public safety through vigorously prosecuting
crime, protecting those in need and providing quality legal
representation for Washington County.

Washington County
A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow.
This publication made possible through the efforts of the Washington County Attorney’s Office in
association with local law enforcement agencies. Funds are utilized to convert property that aided in or
was used in the commission of criminal offenses to a public benefit. No taxpayer dollars have been
expended in the printing of this publication.

