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Volume 1

Welcome!
Washington County consists of six regional parks,
one county park, two regional trails, and one
historic courthouse site. With more than 4,400
acres of parkland, there are a variety of ways to
discover and enjoy the outdoors. A vehicle
permit is required to enter our parks ($7 daily /
$30 annual) except for the first non-holiday
Tuesday of every month.

Big Marine Park Reserve
17495 Manning Trail N. Marine on the St. Croix, MN 55047
Square Lake Park
15450 Square Lake Trail N. Stillwater, MN 55082

Pine Point Regional Park
11900 Norell Ave. N. Stillwater, MN 55082
Washington County Historic Courthouse
101 Pine St. W. Stillwater, MN 55082
Lake Elmo Park Reserve
1515 Keats Ave. N. Lake Elmo, MN 55042
Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park
9653 Keats Ave. S. Cottage Grove, MN 55016
St. Croix Bluffs Regional Park
10191 St. Croix Trail S. Hastings, MN 55033
Point Douglas Park & Regional Trail
14810 Point Douglas Dr. S . Hastings, MN 55033
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Winter Scavenger Hunt
How many can you find?

SIGHT

SOUND

 Animal Tracks
 Squirrel

 Find something that
snaps

 3 different types of birds

 A bird call

 Tree stump

 Find something that
crunches

 A tree that is still green
 A nest

 Something to make music
with

 Berries on a Branch

Feel

SMELL

 Chilly Cheeks

 Pine or Cedar

 Pinecone

 Campfire Smoke

 The Wind
 Rough tree bark
 Find something soft

TASTE
 Hot Chocolate
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Winter Bingo
Challenge friends or other families to a game of winter bingo!

Go for a hike in
the snow

Watch the
sunset

Look for animal
tracks

Find Orion in the
night sky

Use a stick to
draw in the
snow

Set up or make a
bird feeder

Find a red berry

Write in a
nature journal

Bake cookies,
bread or a
dessert

Go sledding or
tubing

Find an Icicle

Watch the
sunrise

Have fun ice
skating

Look for
browsing marks
(Branches or twigs
nibbled on by animals)

FREE SPACE

Shovel snow for
someone in
need

Find a bird’s
nest

Make a snow
angel

Exercise outside

Find Jupiter or
Saturn in the
night sky

Create a winterthemed craft

Enjoy a winter
picnic

Go snowshoeing
or skiing

Make animal
snow sculptures

Play soccer in
the snow
Or another game
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The Winter Sky
The winter constellations are fabulous, arguably the best of the year!

Go outside at night and see how many
stars and constellations you can identify.
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Winter Ecology Tic-Tac-Toe
Find a friend or divide into two (2) teams to play. Decide who is X’s and who is O’s.
X’s go first and pick a square. First person or team to get three (3) across,
down, or diagonally wins!

Find a fall leaf
(You may have
to dig for it!)

Draw a
shelter
in a
tree

ANIMAL Tracks
in the
snow

them

WARM

Find an

Draw an animal
that is

camouflaged

Name 3 things on
animals to keep

Icicle
Make a snow
sculpture

Find a shelter
in the ground

A bird that
doesn’t migrate
in the winter
(chickadee, cardinal,
owl, etc.)
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Nature Field Journal
DIRECTIONS: Create your own nature field journal. Record your observations
below.

Date:__________ Time:__________ Temperature:__________

Location: ____________________________
Sunrise:___________ Sunset:___________
Total Daylight Hours:_______
Cloud Coverage (circle one):
Cirrus (wispy)

Cumulus (puffy clouds)

Stratus (dense and layered)

Cumulous (thunderclouds)

Weather Observations:
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Observations
DIRECTIONS: After you walk or play in the park, write and draw what you observed
using your senses.

What did you SEE?

What did you HEAR?

What did you TOUCH?

What did you SMELL?
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Pinecone Birdfeeder Activity
Learn more about the animals that stay around for the winter months by making a
pinecone birdfeeder.

Supplies:








Pine Cones - Please do not use any craft cones that have scents, glitter or other accent
that could be harmful to birds.
String - String should be 8-15 inches long. Please do not use very fine thread or fishing
line, which can cause tangles that may injure birds.
Seed - Any birdseed can be added including sunflower seeds, nuts or oats. Choose
seeds that are most popular in your backyard for best results.
Peanut Butter - Either creamy or crunchy that has not expired.
Spreader - A popsicle stick works well for children
Shallow Plate - A pie tin or paper plate

Directions:
1. Start by tying a string or twine around a pinecone.
2. Place pinecone on paper plate or tray and spread peanut
butter on cone using a popsicle stick or spoon.
3. Sprinkle birdseed in a bowl and roll the pinecone in seed until
they are completely covered.
4. Hang the pinecone birdfeeder in a tree and watch the birds
(and squirrels) as they visit.
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Nature Poems
DIRECTIONS: Draw a picture to match the poem.

Winter
When the geese are flying south
And the sky is grey, my dears,
Close your eyes and lift your nose;
Listen with your careful ears.
Feel the winter coming on;
Hear it in the crackling trees;
Note the crisping, quivering wind
Sharply snapping at their leaves.
Feel it on the windowpanesChilly glass on fingertipsMark the biting of the air,
Heated breath on numbing lips.
See it in the early eves,
In the glowing sunset where
Shadows of the naked trees
Rattle in the biting air.
Watch the nuthatch and the wren;
They know it is time once more
To abandon careful nests,
As they’ve done each year.
Let the frost rest on your face;
Sense a shiver on your skin.
See how pretty nature is
When she ushers winter in.
Excerpt “Suzie Bitner Was Afraid of the Drain”
by Barbara Vance at SuzieBitner.com
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DIRECTIONS: Draw a picture to match the poem.

Winter Morning Poem
By Ogden Nash

Winter is the king of showmen,
Turning tree stumps into snow men
And houses into birthday cakes
And spreading sugar over lakes.
Smooth and clean and frosty white,
The world looks good enough to bite.
That’s the season to be young,
Catching snowflakes on your tongue!
Snow is snowy when it’s snowing.
I’m sorry it’s slushy when it’s going.
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