Distance Learning
with
Make Your Own Time Capsule
Topic: History

Grade: All Ages

Technology Needs: Device with online
access and/or printer capabilities—optional

Estimated Time: 20-60 minutes

Materials Needed:

 A Moment in Time worksheet (included)
 “Did You Know?” worksheet (included)
 Medium-size container (shoebox, plastic-ware, wooden box, jar, etc.)
 Pencil/pen, markers, crayons, colored pencils
Directions: Work with your child to learn about time capsules and help them create their own by
following the step-by-step instructions included.
1. Choose a theme and a container. Have your student look for items that are connected
thematically. Examples: family, books, hobbies, games, clothes, art, etc.)
2. Find objects to and keep an inventory of what you have included. After identifying the theme,
have your student choose items that will fit within the theme and the container.
3. Help your child host a “sealing ceremony”.

Extensions:


Conduct research on time capsules buried in our state and throughout the country. What is the
most well-known time capsule found? What objects were included? Why was it installed?



Conduct research on the types of time capsules and materials used to make them. What material
withstands the test of time the best (plastic, cardboard, glass, metal, etc.) and what are the pros/
cons of each?



Discuss how people or communities may change in the time between when the time capsule is
created and the time that it is opened.

Resources:


Search Minnesota Historical Society Collections Online



Search the Library of Congress collections online
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What is a Time Capsule?
A time capsule is a box or container that holds historical records or objects and is sealed with
instructions for it not to be opened until a future date. Time capsules can be stored in many different
kinds of places. They can be buried, sealed in a vault, or even shot into space! They can be boxes,
jars, large vaults, or even a simple letter.

How to Create Your Own Time Capsule
1. Choose a theme or subject. Objects in a time capsule
often represent a person’s interests or hobbies, a town or
city, specific time in history, or a culture. Will this time
represent you or your family? What would you like the
person who opens the time capsule to know?
2. Find a container. A time capsule can be many different
things—a jar, shoebox, envelope, etc. We recommend choosing something that is not too heavy
or that can be easily damaged or broken. It is also fun to decorate it!
Tip: Be sure to label it “Time Capsule” so others will know what it is!
3. Choose a “retrieval” or opening date. Choose a date in the future to open your time capsule.
Some time capsules aren’t opened for 50 or 100 years, but your time capsule can be opened in a
month or after one school year, or even when you graduate from high school. Write the opening
date on the outside of your time capsule.
4. Choose a location. Where will you store it? You can place it on a shelf or mantle, in your
bedroom, or another location. If you choose to bury your time capsule or place it outside, make
sure that it can get wet without being damaged!

5. Find objects. Look for items that will fit within the chosen theme. If you don’t want to use
objects, you can simply fill out the “A Moment in Time” worksheet included and place it in an
envelope.
6. Keep an inventory. Make a list of all of the objects in your time capsule along with why have
chosen each object and place it in the time capsule. When you or someone else opens the time
capsule, they can check the list to make sure nothing is missing and know the importance of each
object included.
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7. Host a “sealing ceremony” (optional). Before you close or “seal” your time capsule,
have a short ceremony for your family or a friend. Explain what each object is and why you
are including it.
Additional activities:
- Draw posters advertising your time capsule and when it will be sealed.
- Practice writing a press release notifying your community about time capsule.
- Create invitations to your sealing ceremony to give to family members or friends.

The 1917 Time Capsule at the Historic
Courthouse was placed in a compartment
inside the Soldier’s & Sailors Civil War
Monument on the courthouse grounds.
Unfortunately, the location was forgotten
over time and it wasn’t found until after
its originally scheduled opening date!

Tip: Many time capsules have been lost or forgotten over the years. Make sure to place
your time capsule in a secure area, but also somewhere that you won’t forget it! You can
also make a marker or sign to remind you where it is.
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A Moment in Time
ABOUT ME:
Name:__________________________ Age:_______ Date:______________
Town:________________ State:_________ School:____________________

ACTIVITIES:
Favorite Movie:__________________ Favorite Song:____________________
Favorite Book:___________________ Favorite Animal:___________________
Favorite Place to Go:____________________________
Favorite School Subject:__________________________

THOUGHTS:

I’m proud of:____________________________________________________
Something challenging:____________________________________________
Something New I’d Like to Learn:____________________________________

Why?________________________________________________

ADVICE:
Tips for my future self:_____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Did You Know?
Did you know that there have been three time capsules installed in the grounds of the Washington
County Historic Courthouse? Two are currently awaiting their retrieval date.
1917 Time Capsule:
In 1917, a monument honoring local veterans was placed on the
grounds with a time capsule encased underneath. Over time, the
exact location of the time capsule was lost. The single clue to its
whereabouts was in the January 24, 1917 Stillwater Gazette.
It stated the capsule was “under the monument.”

Several attempts were made to locate the time capsule using metal
detectors. Once, in the 1980s, detectors indicated a “find” in front of
the monument generating excitement. However, everyone was
disappointed when the “find” was only a large rock.
In 2007, a conservation project began to repair the monument.
During the project, the bronze soldier was lifted from its base
revealing a large opening underneath. The copper time capsule
was found in the opening, unfortunately, submerged in water.
It is thought in prior conservations efforts two bolts connecting
the soldier to the monument were replaced with metal straps
for support, leaving a gap where water collected.
The original copper box of the time capsule was encased in a deteriorating wood box. Inside, a
sodden, wet mess was found. The Minnesota Historical Society took the items, freeze-dried, and
separated them. This process took several months. Only a few items were recovered, including: a silk
flag and ribbons. The box was said to originally contain several postcards, photographs, and various
documents. All of these had deteriorated over time.

Fun Fact: Several items, including a popcorn bag, candy wrappers, pencil, etc. were in the box,
all estimated to be from the 1930s. These items were most likely placed in the opening during an
earlier conservation effort.
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Sesquicentennial Time Capsule
In 1999, the county built a small brick structure on the southeast corner of the site (3rd and Walnut Streets) and placed a time
capsule inside to commemorate the county’s sesquicentennial. It is
set to be opened in the year 2049. According to news reports the
capsule holds many current documents, reports and brochures as
well as some sesquicentennial items like a coffee mug and pins." A
plaque on top of the structure states the purpose of the time capsule
and lists the county officials in office the year that it was installed.

150th Anniversary Time Capsule:
In 2017, one hundred years after the first time capsule was installed on the courthouse grounds,
another time capsule was buried in celebration of the 150th anniversary of the groundbreaking of the
Washington County Historic Courthouse. Parks staff asked the public to donate items that represent
Washington County to place inside the time capsule. Items located inside
include photos and newsletters from cities and Washington County, t-shirts
and yearbooks from local schools, construction materials from the St. Croix
Crossing bridge project, park maps , and items from local businesses such as a
container of honey, cameras, and a car catalog.
The time capsule was buried next to the building on the courthouse grounds
near an historical marker. A large concrete slab marks its location to ensure
that it will not be lost over time like the 1917 time capsule. It is scheduled to
be opened in 2057.
Fun Fact: The 150th Anniversary time capsule even includes jars of dirt and air!
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Visit Washington County Parks
BIG MARINE PARK RESERVE
17495 MANNING TRAIL N
MARINE ON ST. CROIX, MN 55047
COTTAGE GROVE RAVINE REGIONAL PARK
9653 KEATS AVE. S.
COTTAGE GROVE, MN 55016
LAKE ELMO PARK RESERVE
1515 KEATS AVE N
LAKE ELMO, MN 55042
PINE POINT REGIONAL PARK
11900 NORELL AVE N.
STILLWATER, MN 55082

POINT DOUGLAS PARK
14500 POINT DOUGLAS DR S
HASTINGS, MN 55033
SQUARE LAKE PARK
15450 SQUARE LAKE TRAIL N.
STILLWATER, MN 55082
ST. CROIX BLUFFS REGIONAL PARK
10191 ST. CROIX TRAIL S.
HASTINGS, MN 55033
WASHINGTON COUNTY HISTORIC COURTHOUSE
101 PINE STREET WEST
STILLWATER, MN 55082
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