Gus & Sig, The Courthouse Mice
In the 1960’s and early 1970’s, the Washington County Historic Courthouse was at risk of being demolished in favor of a new
government center. Volunteers came together to raise awareness for the courthouse and the community saved this important
historic site for future generations to enjoy. However, raising awareness and fundraising for the building’s restoration wasn’t easy.
Volunteers needed to be creative to capture the public’s attention.
One way volunteers did this was by creating Gus and Sig, the Courthouse Mice. Gus and Sig were
fictional characters—mice that lived and played in the Historic Courthouse. Volunteers wrote comic
strips about Gus and Sig to publish in local newspapers, wrote stories, dressed in mice costumes and
participated in parades, and even attended children’s birthday parties.
Write a story or create a comic strip to help your favorite cause or a historic site near you!
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Create Your Own Comic Strip
Directions: Create your own story using Gus & Sig, the Courthouse Mice as your inspiration!

1. Think of an idea. Will there be people, animals, or both?
2. Plan a story. You have 4 boxes, work out what is going to happen in each one.
3. Keep it simple. Sketch simple lines with a pencil first, then color over it.
4. Add extras. Use speech bubbles to help your character tell the story. Add movement lines & sound effects to add some zing!
Panel #1 could show the setting
(where the story happens—car, city,
park, house, etc.)

Panel #2 could be a close up
drawing of a character speaking.

Panel #3 could be an action shot show movement or sound effects

Don’t be afraid to draw BIG!
Add some ZING with sound effects!

Panel #4 could be a picture of all of
the characters in the scene.
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Visit Washington County Parks
BIG MARINE PARK RESERVE
17495 MANNING TRAIL N
MARINE ON ST. CROIX, MN 55047
COTTAGE GROVE RAVINE REGIONAL PARK
9653 KEATS AVE. S.
COTTAGE GROVE, MN 55016
LAKE ELMO PARK RESERVE
1515 KEATS AVE N
LAKE ELMO, MN 55042
PINE POINT REGIONAL PARK
11900 NORELL AVE N.
STILLWATER, MN 55082

POINT DOUGLAS PARK
14500 POINT DOUGLAS DR S
HASTINGS, MN 55033
SQUARE LAKE PARK
15450 SQUARE LAKE TRAIL N.
STILLWATER, MN 55082
ST. CROIX BLUFFS REGIONAL PARK
10191 ST. CROIX TRAIL S.
HASTINGS, MN 55033
WASHINGTON COUNTY HISTORIC COURTHOUSE
101 PINE STREET WEST
STILLWATER, MN 55082
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