OAKGREEN AVENUE
(County Road 65) Corridor Improvement Project

Project Overview
Washington County is leading a study to develop a
preliminary design concept for Oakgreen Avenue
(County Road 65) between 40th Street N and 10th
Street N in Baytown Township and West Lakeland
Township (See map of project area on back). The
study will identify road improvements such as turn
lanes, resurfacing, storm water management, safety
improvements and pedestrian and bicyclist
considerations. The preliminary design is expected
to be completed in January 2019 and the final
design completed in January 2020. Construction is
anticipated to begin in the spring of 2020.

Project Goals
• Improve the ride of Oakgreen Avenue
• Maintain wide shoulders for pedestrians and
bicyclists
• Improve safety, capacity, and operations of
the road
• Improve storm water drainage
• Maintain the long-term transportation goals of
the county and local communities

Project Timeline

Private Property Acquisition
Washington County may need to acquire permanent or
temporary easements as a part of this project. Specific
impacts are not known at this time. All impacted
property owners will be contacted by Mindy Leadholm,
Washington County Property Acquisition Manager, as
soon as project construction limits and needs have
been determined.

Prescriptive Easement
One of the ways that a road authority, such as
Washington County, can acquire a highway easement is
by documented long-term use, which is called a
prescriptive easement. Oakgreen Avenue (County
Road 65) has been in use for over a century. When a
road has been in use for six or more years, the law
gives the road authority a road right of way and from
that point on, the road authority has a
prescriptive easement.
• The prescriptive easement exists for the actual
“width of use” of the road which includes the driving
lanes, shoulders, slopes, drainage ditches, areas
where utilities are located and snow is plowed, and
other related areas.
• The private property that is in the prescriptive
easement is still owned by the property owner who
can continue to use the land for purposes that do
not interfere with the road easement.

Property Acquisition Process

In cases where private property beyond the existing
easement is required, the county will go through the
process of property acquisition.
• The county will contact the property owner to
review existing property conditions.
• An independent appraiser will be hired to
determine the value of the property.
• The county will make an offer to purchase the
necessary private property for the amount
determined in the appraisal.

Study Area

Oakgreen Avenue (County Road 65)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit the project website and sign up for email updates:
www.co.washington.mn.us/County65

Contact the County Project Manager:
Andrew Giesen
651-430-4336 • andrew.giesen@co.washington.mn.us

