Minnesota Sex Trafficking Law:
MN. Stat. § 609.321 subd. 7a (1)
“receiving, recruiting, enticing,
harboring, providing, or obtaining by
any means an individual to aid in the
prostitution of the individual”

Human
Trafficking

MN. Stat. § 609.321 subd. 7a (2)
“receiving profit or anything of value,
knowing or having reason to know it is
derived from [sex trafficking].”Minn.
Stat. § 609.321, subd. 7a.

Minnesota Labor Trafficking Law:
MN. Stat. § 609.282 subd. 1
“Whoever knowingly engages in the
labor trafficking of an individual is
guilty of a crime and may be sentenced
to imprisonment.”

Washington County Attorney

If an emergency, please
call 911 immediately
Sex Trafficking Tip Line:
(651) 430-7825
*All calls will remain anonymous

Law Enforcement Center
15015 62nd Street North - P. O. Box 6
Stillwater, Minnesota 55082-0006
Phone: 651-430-6115
Criminal Fax: 651-430-6117
Juvenile Fax: 651-430-6184
Civil Fax: 651-430-6163
TTY: 651-430-6246
www.co.washington.mn.us
Equal Employment Opportunity / Affirmative Action

Human Trafficking
Human Trafficking is a for m of moder n
day slavery that exists throughout the
United States and globally. Human
traffickers use violence, threats, lies, debt
bondage, and other forms of coercion to
compel adults and children to engage in
commercial sex acts against their will.

Force, fraud and coercion are the methods
used by traffickers to press victims into
lives of servitude and abuse. Examples
are:
Force - Physical abuse, sexual abuse,
confinement, kidnapping
 Fraud - False offers of employment,
marriage, a better life
 Coercion - Threats against the victim
and/or their family, debt-bondage,
psychological abuse, manipulation,
isolation


Under MN law force, fraud, or coercion is
not required.
Human trafficking victims can be found in:







Commercial sex - online, hotels, casinos,
and strip clubs
Domestic situations - nanny or
housekeeper
Labor industries – farming and
landscaping
Door to door sales or panhandling
Hospitality services - restaurant and
hotel
Massage Parlors

How to Identify a Victim
Learn the red flags that may indicate human trafficking and ask
follow up questions so that you can help identify a potential
trafficking victim. These are some key red flags that could alert
you to a potential trafficking situation:
 Low Self Esteem
 Experienced Past Physical and/or Sexual Abuse
 Drug Use
 Submissive, Fearful or rehearsed
 Hyper-Sexualized
 Older Significant Other
 Sexual Photos Found on Computer or Phone
 Unexplained Gifts
 Noticeable difference in appearance (Hair, Nails, Clothing)
 Branding (tattoos depicting a name or initials)
 Language Barrier

Profile of a Sex Trafficking Victim









60-90% are without safe housing
85% are victims of child sexual abuse, rape or incest
83% are victims of assault with a deadly weapon
75% are victims of physical abuse as a child
57% are victims of kidnapping
95% are chemically dependent
Over 90% have criminal records
100% ARE SOMEBODY’S DAUGHTER OR SON

Victims Will Often Not Ask for Help
Several factors may influence a victim’s apprehensiveness to
ask for help or identify as a victim. They often times lack trust,
self-blame, and are manipulated and instructed by the
trafficker. Often times, the victim may feel like they are in a
relationship with their trafficker.

Safe Harbor Legislation
In 2011, Minnesota passed the Safe Harbors for Sexually
Exploited Youth law.
Safe Harbors for Sexually Exploited Youth, went into full effect
in August 2014. It increases the penalties for buyers and adds
the term “sexual exploitation” to the state’s child protection
code, recognizing sexually exploited youth as victims, rather
than criminals.
Minnesota youth who engage in prostitution are viewed as
victims and survivors, NOT criminals. They will be treated with
dignity and respect, and directed to supportive services, and
shelter and housing that meet their needs and recognize their
right to make their own choices.

Call to Action
If you see something, say something. Often times
victims of trafficking aren't able to speak up, but you can!
For more information visit: www.speakuptheycant.com

Resources
Task Force:
East Metro Human Trafficking Task Force is located at the
Washington County Attorney’s Office.
Imran Ali, Director
651-430-6144
Aimee Schroeder, Training and Outreach 651-430-6071
Law Enforcement Unit
651-430-7805
Victims:
National Human Trafficking
Resource Center Hotline
Tubman
Asian Women United
Canvas Health
MN Day One Crisis Line
Midwest Children’s Resource Center
Breaking Free
PRIDE
Brittany’s Place
Community:
Citizens Against Sex Trafficking (CAST)
www.castmn.org

888-373-7888
612-825-0000
612-724-8823
651-777-1117
866-223-1111
651-220-6750
651-645-6557
612-728-2062
651-287-4801

