GOLD LINE JOINT POWERS BOARD
AGENDA
Wednesday, March 24, 2021
10:30 A.M.
Call: 1-404-397-1516
Access Code: 177 869 1490
Password: GoldLine2021!
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, board members and staff are conducting this meeting
electronically. Members of the public who wish to share their comments or concerns
may email PublicWorks@co.washington.mn.us or by telephone at 651-430-4300.
I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

ROLL CALL

III.

ACTION ITEMS a. Meeting Agenda
b. January 27, 2021 Meeting Minutes *
c. Resolution 2021-02- Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award
Authority Expenditures for Right-of-Way Acquisition and Relocation *
d. Resolution 2021-03 - Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award
Authority Expenditures for Advanced Utility Relocation (AUR) *

IV.

INFORMATION ITEMS a. METRO Gold Line Update
b. Joint Powers Board Financial Update
c. Communications and Legislative Update *
d. Next Meeting – April 28, 2021, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM, Electronic Meeting

V.

ADJOURNMENT

* Attachments
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GOLD LINE JOINT POWERS BOARD
DRAFT MINUTES
Wednesday, January 27, 2021
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Karwoski called to order the Gold Line Joint Powers Board (JPB) meeting at 10:30 a.m. Due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic, board members and staff conducted the meeting virtually via WebEx. Members of
the public were given the opportunity to attend in-person at the Public Works North Shop in Conference
Room 1201, or by sharing their comments or concerns prior to the meeting by calling (651) 430-4300 or
sending an email to PublicWorks@co.washington.mn.us.

ROLL CALL
Members Present:

Chair (pre-election) – Stan Karwoski, Washington County Commissioner
Vice-Chair (pre-election) – Jim McDonough, Ramsey County Commissioner
Lisa Weik, Washington County Commissioner
Rafael Ortega, Ramsey County Commissioner

Members Absent:

None

Staff Present:

Brian Isaacson, Don Theisen, Erica Ellefson, Jennifer Oehler, Jennifer
Wagenius, Kevin Magnuson, Kris Longhenry, Mike Rogers, Sara Allen

Others Present:

Brian McClung, Charles Carlson, Christine Beckwith, Christina Palladino,
Edward Sanderson, Elizabeth Jones, Janelle Schmitz, Josh Haider, Mary
Richardson, Shannon Watson, Carl Jacobson

ACTION ITEMS FOR APPROVAL
Election of Officers
Chair Karwoski opened the floor for nominations of the Gold Line Joint Powers Board Chair for 2021.
Motion by Rafael Ortega, seconded by Lisa Weik, to nominate Jim McDonough as 2021 Gold Line Joint
Powers Board Chair.
Motion by Rafael Ortega, seconded by Lisa Weik, to close and elect Jim McDonough. Voice vote; all in
favor. Motion carried.
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Chair McDonough thanked Commissioner Karwoski for his leadership as Chair over the past year and
continued partnership on the board.
Newly elected Chair McDonough opened the floor for nominations of the Gold Line Joint Powers Board
Vice-Chair for 2021.
Motion by Stan Karwoski, seconded by Rafael Ortega, to nominate Lisa Weik as 2021 Gold Line Joint
Powers Board Vice-Chair.
Motion by Stan Karwoski, seconded by Rafael Ortega, to close and elect Lisa Weik. Voice vote; all in
favor. Motion carried.
Approval of Agenda
Motion by Lisa Weik, seconded by Stan Karwoski, to approve the agenda. Roll call vote; all in favor.
Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting
Motion by Rafael Ortega, seconded by Lisa Weik, to approve the minutes from the December 21, 2020
meeting. Roll call vote; all in favor. Motion carried.
Approval of 2021 Meeting Schedule and Locations
Commissioner Weik made a mention that the Mosquito Control Facility could potentially be a meeting
location when the JPB returns to in-person meetings. Commissioner Karwoski and Chair McDonough
agreed this would be a convenient location given the proposed schedule.
A motion by Stan Karwoski, seconded by Lisa Weik, to approve the 2021 Meeting Schedule and
Locations. Roll call vote; all in favor. Motion carried.
Approval of Joint Powers Board Audit Service Contract
Carl Jacobson, Principal Accountant with Washington County Accounting & Finance Department,
presented the JPB Audit Service Contract #13894 with CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP (CLA) and the JPB, in an
amount not to exceed $11,900 for the term of January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021. Mr.
Jacobson stated that this will cover the 2020 Audit and that he does not anticipate the amount to
exceed $8,400. Staff from both Washington and Ramsey County received, reviewed and discussed
proposals from four different companies across the metro. CLA has history with the Gold Line Partners,
as well as Washington and Ramsey County, and it is believed they will be beneficial to the JPB.
Motion by Rafael Ortega, seconded by Lisa Weik, to approve the Gold Line Joint Powers Board Audit
Service Contract with CliftonLarsonAllen LLP. Roll call vote; all in favor. Motion carried.
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Approval of Resolution 2021-01 Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority
Expenditures for Right-of-Way Acquisition and Relocation
This resolution was originally presented at the December 2020 JPB meeting. Sara Allen stated that
included in the packet is a written request that details out the acquisitions and relocation cost that the
project office requests. She also wanted to note that there is not joint development related acquisition
included in this proposal, one of the parcels proposed is the northern part of a parcel for the park-andride in Woodbury, and acquisition on these parcels is contingent on receiving entry into Engineering.
Motion by Stan Karwoski, seconded by Rafael Ortega, to approve Resolution 2021-01 approving the Use
of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority Expenditures for Right-of-Way Acquisition and Relocation. Roll
call vote; all in favor. Motion carried.

INFORMATION/UPDATES
METRO Gold Line Update
Christine Beckwith gave an update from the Gold Line Project Office. Ms. Beckwith said they are still
waiting for an update on entry into Engineering. She wanted to thank county staff for answering
questions that they’ve been receiving in the process, and hoping for an answer within the next several
days. There has been no indication that we should pause or slow down with the new administration.
Chair McDonough thanked Ms. Beckwith, and Washington and Ramsey staff, for work on the project.
Pre-Award Authority Request for Utility Relocation Contract
Ed Sanderson, Design Engineer with the Gold Line Project Office, gave a brief mention on the utility work
along the corridor, looking at minimizing conflict points, and will have a presentation for the meeting
next month and the details and cost of that plan.
Commissioner Karwoski asked about development along the corridor, if this was being coordinated with
current landowners or developers. Mr. Sanderson clarified that they are remaining in Minnesota
Department of Transportation (MnDOT) Right-of-Way, so it would not affect landowners or developers.
Communication and Legislative Update
Christina Palladino, with Park Street Public, gave an update on communications. There has been a
renewed media outreach now that we’re in a new year and a new administration. They’ve also done
some new video shoots to be used on social media platforms in the coming months. Sara Allen will
provide a link for commissioners and staff to view the videos after the meeting, and request that any
comments or feedback be sent to Sara Allen.
Chair McDonough and Commissioners requested, if there would be opportunity, to include coverage of
how the Gold Line differs from the other lines in the metro, and clarification on Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).
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Brian McClung, with Park Street Public, stated that there is not a lot of update on the legislative side, as
things are just getting moving with the new administration. The Governor rolled out his budget
recommendations yesterday, so there will be hearings doing a deeper dive into those, with a forecast
expected by the end of February or beginning of March. They are also waiting to find if the Biden
Administration is able to navigate the Senate to get a COVID relief package, including funding for states.
They are also regularly talking to their business partners, and once we are locked into Engineering, they
will provide that information for the next stage.

OTHER BUSINESS
Next Meeting – February 24, 2021
Virtual – WebEx, anticipating the Executive Change Control Board (E.C.C.B.) will begin at 10:30 a.m.,
followed by the JPB at 11:00 a.m. – members of the public may attend in-person at the Washington
County Public Works North Shop.

ADJOURNMENT
Chair McDonough adjourned the meeting at 11:07 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Oehler, Board Clerk
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GOLD LINE JOINT POWERS BOARD
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION
AGENDA ITEM NO. III c.
3/24/2021
Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority Expenditures for Right-of-Way (ROW)
Acquisition and Relocation

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:
Action on Resolution 2021-02 - Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority Expenditures
for Right-of-Way Acquisition and Relocation.

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION
According to the Gold Line Capital Grant Agreement, the Metropolitan Council must submit a written
request to use grant funds for Pre-Award Authority expenditures, including the acquisition of Right-ofWay, and relocation costs. The request submitted to the Joint Powers Board (JPB) by the Metropolitan
Council is included in the packet with sufficient information and justification for an amount not to
exceed $507,800. This approval of funds is contingent on Entry to Engineering approval from
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
Amount in the approved 2021 JPB Budget for Pre-Award Authority - $36,222,900
Expenditures authorized in 2021 under Pre-Award Authority - $9,330,000
Proposed Pre-Award Authority authorization - $507,800
PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST/OTHER PARTIES ADVISED

N/A
RECOMMENDATION (SELECT ONE)

Board Approval

ATTACHMENTS
Gold Line Joint Powers Board Request #5 for the Use of Project Funds for Right-of-Way (ROW) Acquisition and Relocation
Resolution 2021-02 Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority Expenditures for Right-of-Way Acquisition and Relocation
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METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit (GBRT)

Metro Square Building, 121 7th Place East, Suite 102, St. Paul, MN 55101
www.metrotransit.org/gold-line-project

March 18, 2021
Don Theisen
Gold Line Joint Powers Board
11660 Myeron Road North
Stillwater, MN 55082
RE: Gold Line Joint Powers Board (JPB) Request #5 for the Use of Project Funds for Right-of-Way (ROW)
Acquisition and Relocation
Dear Mr. Theisen,
I am requesting pre-award approval from the JPB for the use of funds for right-of-way (ROW) acquisition to
extend offers in the months of March 2021 and April 2021. Upon NEPA clearance, the FTA considers costs
incurred for ROW acquisition to be an eligible expense under pre-award authority. The Capital Grant Agreement
for Pre-Engineering, Engineering, and Right-of-Way Acquisition between the Gold Line Joint Powers Board and
the Metropolitan Council requires JPB approval for the use of funds under FTA pre-award authority. Information
about this request is provided below as outlined in Article III, Section 3.05 of the Capital Grant Agreement.
A. Identification of maximum dollar amount and percentage of the funding share
Funds are required to extend offers not to exceed $507,800 for March 2021 and April 2021. 100% of funds are
from the Joint Powers Board but eligible for future FTA match under pre-award authority.
B. Description of activities including scope, schedule and budget
Scope: 21 parcels throughout the corridor that require property rights. Attachment 1 provides additional detail
on the location of the parcels and if the parcels are full or partial takes. Six of the partial takes only require
temporary easements. The 14 partial takes that require permanent easements are for transportation
easements.
Schedule: These parcels are scheduled to have offers made in March and April. This matches the disbursement
of the funds schedule in Exhibit C of the Agreement as approved by the JPB. The funds are needed to make the
initial offers and will be expended once offers are accepted or final negotiations occur.
Budget: The 21 parcels are estimated at $507,800 in total.
C. Justification for advancing the identified activities including consequences if not advanced
The Gold Line project team needs to continue the ROW acquisition process and required relocations to remain
on schedule to begin construction activities. All ROW tasks have been incorporated into the schedule as groups
or “tiers” which ensures that the constraints on staffing resources are managed and mitigated. Based on staffing
resource constraints, only so many parcels can be processed, acquired and tenants relocated at any given time.
Any delay in acquisition or relocation will likely lead to all parcels being shifted out in the schedule. This may
lead to a risk of delaying construction activities and/or increasing bid costs if the contractor cannot access

METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit (GBRT)

Metro Square Building, 121 7th Place East, Suite 102, St. Paul, MN 55101
www.metrotransit.org/gold-line-project

certain areas due to acquisition delays. The tiered approach is a best practice for these projects in order to
minimize construction delays or cost increases from the contractor.
D. Risks of proposed activities and proposed risk mitigation
As with all project costs incurred prior to the Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA), these ROW funds would not
be federally matched if the Gold Line does not receive an FFGA. For the partial takes shown in Attachment 1,
there is little or no resale value. The full take shown in Attachment 1 would likely have resale value but is less
than 10% of the $507,800 total.
If this request is denied, the Gold Line Project team would begin the process of developing construction
specifications that limit access to parcels that may not be available at the time of bid. Additional cost and
schedule contingency requirements would be developed and allocated to cover the additional construction cost
and schedule risk.
E. Status of procurement
An appraisal services contract is the only one required for these parcels. That contract is executed. GPO staff will
complete the other tasks necessary to complete the acquisitions.
F. Demonstration that the funds are ready to be expended
Field titles and appraisals have been completed for the parcels. The next step in the process is the offer. The
offer cannot be made until the funds are authorized by the JPB and distributed to the Gold Line accounts.
G. Demonstration that FTA has concurred with the request, if applicable
FTA does need to review any individual acquisition that is over $1M. None of these parcels are over $1M and
therefore they have not been provided to FTA for their review.
Thank you. If you have any questions, please call me at 651-332-1466.
Sincerely,

Christine Beckwith
METRO Gold Line Project Director
CC: Sara Allen-Washington County, Mike Rogers-Ramsey County, Lyssa Leitner-Washington County/GPO

METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit (GBRT)

Metro Square Building, 121 7th Place East, Suite 102, St. Paul, MN 55101
www.metrotransit.org/gold-line-project

Attachment 1: Parcel Overview Information

Month

Parcel
Number

Partial
Take

Total
Take

March
March
March
March
March

134
136
139
314
322

Woodbury
Saint Paul
Saint Paul
Saint Paul
Oakdale

March

326

X
X
X
X
X
X

March
March
March
March
March

132
304
306
308
336

X
X
X
X

Oakdale
Saint Paul
Oakdale
Oakdale
Oakdale

April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April

139A
139C
302
310
312
409
414
114D
116
126

X

Oakdale

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

City

Saint Paul
Saint Paul
Landfall
Oakdale
Oakdale
Woodbury
Woodbury
Saint Paul
Saint Paul
Saint Paul

RESOLUTION GLJPB #2021-02
Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority Expenditures for Right-of-Way Acquisition and
Relocation
WHEREAS, the Gold Line Joint Powers Board (“Grantor”) entered into a Capital Grant Agreement for PreEngineering, Engineering, and Right-of-Way Acquisition for the Gold Line Project (“Grant Agreement”) with the
Metropolitan Council (“Grantee”) on December 19, 2019; and
WHEREAS, the Grant Agreement sets forth the process for Grantor’s prior approval for use of grant funds for
pre-award authority expenditures, including the acquisition of Right-of-Way and relocation; and
WHEREAS, the Grantee has submitted the attached written request for Grantor’s approval to use grant funds for
the acquisition of Right-of-Way and relocation in the maximum amount of $507,800.00, in accordance with
Article III of the Grant Agreement; and
WHEREAS, the Grantee’s written request includes sufficient information and justification to allow the Grantor to
consider the request to authorize the use of grant funds in such amount and for such purpose.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, pursuant to the Grant Agreement, the Grantor approves the use of
grant funds for Right-of-Way Acquisition that meets the description included in the written request from the
Grantee, in the amount not to exceed $507,800.00, contingent on Entry to Engineering approval from
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).

BOARD CHAIR

ATTEST

________________________________________
March 24, 2021
______________________________________
March 24, 2021
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GOLD LINE JOINT POWERS BOARD
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION
AGENDA ITEM NO. III d.
3/24/2021
Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority Expenditures for Advanced Utility
Relocation (AUR)

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:
Action on Resolution 2021-03 - Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority Expenditures
for Advanced Utility Relocation (AUR).

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION
According to the Gold Line Capital Grant Agreement, the Metropolitan Council must submit a written
request to use grant funds for Pre-Award authority expenditures, including costs incurred for utility
relocation. The request submitted to the Joint Powers Board (JPB) by the Metropolitan Council is included
in the packet with sufficient information and justification for an amount not to exceed $92,049 for Mounds
Boulevard Advanced Utility Relocation (AUR).
Delaying the Mounds Boulevard storm water pipe work by not including it within the MnDOT I-94
rehabilitation project, would have significant negative effects and therefore staff recommends approval of
this use of funds not be contingent on Entry to Engineering approval from the FTA.
Amount in the approved 2021 JPB Budget for Pre-Award Authority - $36,222,900
Expenditures authorized in 2021 under Pre-Award Authority - $9,330,000
Proposed Pre-Award Authority authorization - $92,049

PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST/OTHER PARTIES ADVISED

N/A

RECOMMENDATION (SELECT ONE)

Board Approval

ATTACHMENTS
Gold Line Joint Powers Board Request #6 for the Use of Project Funds for Advanced Utility Relocation (AUR)
Resolution 2021-03 Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority Expenditures for Advanced Utility Relocation (AUR)
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METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit
Metro Square Building, 121 7th Place East, Suite 102, St. Paul, MN 55101
www.metrotransit.org/gold-line-project

March 18, 2021
Don Theisen
Gold Line Joint Powers Board
11660 Myeron Road North
Stillwater, MN 55082
RE: Gold Line Joint Powers Board Request #6 for the Use of Project Funds for Advanced Utility Relocation (AUR)
Dear Mr. Theisen,
I am requesting pre-award approval from the Gold Line Joint Powers Board (JPB) for the disbursement and use
of funds for the Mounds Boulevard Advanced Utility Relocation (AUR).
Upon NEPA clearance, the FTA considers costs incurred for utility relocation to be an eligible expense under preaward authority. The Capital Grant Agreement for Engineering between the JPB and the Metropolitan Council
requires JPB Approval for the use of funds under FTA pre-award authority. Information about this request is
provided below as outlined in Article III, Section 3.05 of the Capital Grant Agreement.
A. Identification of maximum dollar amount and percentage of the funding share
Funds are required to begin construction in a not to exceed amount of $92,049. The table below shows a
breakdown for each activity. 100% of funds are from the Joint Powers Board but eligible for future FTA match
under pre-award authority.
B. Description of activities including scope, schedule and budget
Scope: Gold Line BRT is required to connect into the existing storm sewer system located within I-94 near the
site of the proposed Mounds Boulevard Station. The connection will carry Gold Line BRT project stormwater
away from the station area and be integrated into the Gold Line BRT project’s broader network for stormwater
management.
MnDOT has a previously planned, separate project for rehabilitation of I-94 and I-35E within this area in 2021
and 2022. As a part of this rehabilitation project, MnDOT will construct a new connection to their system to
convey stormwater from the Gold Line BRT project allowing both entities to realize efficiencies in design,
construction and future ownership and maintenance. The Gold Line BRT stormwater pipe connection into the
MnDOT system will be fully funded by the Gold Line BRT project.
This Work includes the following activities:
•
•

Installation of drainage pipe and manholes under I-94 for future connections to Gold Line BRT
Coordination with MnDOT

Schedule: If the pre-award authorization isn’t granted in March 2021, the work cannot be included in the
rehabilitation project. The rehabilitation project will be let for bidding by MnDOT in April. The disbursement of
the funds is according to Exhibit C of the Agreement as approved by the JPB at its December 21, 2020 meeting.
Funds will not be expended until construction begins.
Budget: The budget for this work is $92,049.

METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit
Metro Square Building, 121 7th Place East, Suite 102, St. Paul, MN 55101
www.metrotransit.org/gold-line-project

C. Justification for advancing the identified activities including consequences if not advanced
Including the Mounds Boulevard stormwater work within the MnDOT I-94 rehabilitation project will limit the
number of disruptions to I-94 and allow for efficiencies with coordinated work by one contractor. Incorporating
this work within MnDOT’s rehabilitation project also provides a solution to the stormwater needs in this area
that are the most cost-effective solution, including:
•
•

An approximate 50% construction cost savings to the Gold Line BRT project.
Adding the storm sewer pipe will eliminate the need to construct an underground stormwater storage
system within MnDOT right-of-way

D. Risks of proposed activities and proposed risk mitigation
Delaying the Mounds Boulevard stormwater pipe work by not including it within the MnDOT I-94 rehabilitation
project, will have the following effects:
•
•
•
•

Require a complete redesign of the storm sewer system in the Mounds Boulevard area with an
underground storage system
Unnecessarily disrupt the Interstate system requiring temporary lane closures for construction along I94
Increase project capital costs, and longer-term maintenance costs, and potentially delay the project
schedule
Require additional construction coordination in a very complex area that also includes construction of a
replacement Kellogg Boulevard Bridge during a similar timeframe.

E. Status of procurement
Gold Line BRT has developed a construction SFA with MnDOT to construct a portion of stormwater pipe located
underneath I-94. MnDOT cannot include this work in their construction procurement until funds are authorized
for use.
F. Demonstration that the funds are ready to be expended
GPO has provided MnDOT with the 100% design plans for the Mounds Boulevard work. Gold Line cannot
advance the SFA with MnDOT any further until the pre-award authorization occurs.
G. Demonstration that FTA has concurred with the request, if applicable
Advance utility relocations are authorized by FTA under pre-award authority and no review is needed by FTA.
Thank you. If you have any questions, please call me at 651-332-1466.
Sincerely,

Christine Beckwith
METRO Gold Line Project Director
CC: Sara Allen-Washington County, Mike Rogers-Ramsey County, Lyssa Leitner-Washington County/GPO

RESOLUTION GLJPB #2021-03
Approving the Use of Grant Funds for Pre-Award Authority Expenditures for Advanced Utility Relocation (AUR)
WHEREAS, the Gold Line Joint Powers Board (“Grantor”) entered into a Capital Grant Agreement for PreEngineering, Engineering, and Right-of-Way Acquisition for the Gold Line Project (“Grant Agreement”) with the
Metropolitan Council (“Grantee”) on December 19, 2019; and
WHEREAS, the Grant Agreement sets forth the process for Grantor’s prior approval for use of grant funds for
pre-award authority expenditures, including costs incurred for utility relocation; and
WHEREAS, the Grantee has submitted the attached written request for Grantor’s approval to use grant funds for
Mounds Boulevard advanced utility relocation in the maximum amount of $92,049.00, in accordance with Article
III of the Grant Agreement; and
WHEREAS, the Grantee’s written request includes sufficient information and justification to allow the Grantor to
consider the request to authorize the use of grant funds in such amount and for such purpose.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, pursuant to the Grant Agreement, the Grantor approves the use of
grant funds for Mounds Boulevard Advanced Utility Relocation that meets the description included in the written
request from the Grantee, in the amount not to exceed $92,049.00.

BOARD CHAIR

ATTEST

________________________________________
March 24, 2021
______________________________________
March 24, 2021
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Agenda Item #IV.c.
DATE:

March 18, 2021

TO:

Gold Line Joint Powers Board

FROM:

Brian McClung, Park Street Public

RE:

Gold Line Joint Powers Board Communications and Government Relations Update

Government Relations – There’s just under two months remaining until the Minnesota legislature’s
constitutional adjournment deadline of Monday, May 17.
Senate Republicans outlined their budget proposal on Tuesday, March 16, and Governor Walz released
his updated budget recommendations on Thursday, March 18. There are a number of significant
differences between the two proposals. The state budget fiscal year ends on June 30, and it’s possible
the legislative session could extend into late May and June as the legislature must enact the state
biennial budget by July 1 to avoid a state government shutdown. Four out of the past five budget-setting
sessions have gone into Special Session.
County leaders have expressed concerns regarding the proposed County Responsibility for Guideway
Funding policy change in the Governor’s transportation budget bill. The proposal would dramatically
shift the funding partnership between the Met Council and counties for transit expenses. It would
remove local control of locally raised tax dollars and would make counties legally responsible for all
costs to build, operate, and maintain transit guideways not covered by other sources. With the county
resources serving as a blank check, this policy would jeopardize the ability to exercise fiscal oversight
and constrain the ability to expand the metro’s transit system. The result would be to undo the
longstanding partnership between the Met Council and counties that has allowed our region’s transit
system to make transformative improvements.
Anoka, Hennepin, Ramsey and Washington Counties jointly sent a letter to the House and Senate
Transportation Committees to express their opposition to this measure. House Transportation
Committee Chair Rep. Frank Hornstein said that he does not plan to include this provision in the
omnibus Transportation Finance bill. It is likely that conversations will continue about the partnership
between the State and Counties.
Strategic Communications & Social Media – We are waiting on news from the FTA regarding entering
the engineering phase and then plan to hold a meeting with groups that were involved with Gold Line
Partners. The Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce has agreed to host this meeting.
Recent posts on social media include a tweet sharing the Pioneer Press article about housing being built
along the Gold Line in Oakdale.
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