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BOARD AGENDA 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 – 9:00 A.M. 

 1.  9:00 Washington County Regional Railroad Authority Convenes 

     A. Roll Call 

    B. Pledge of Allegiance 

    C. Regional Railroad Authority (RRA) Minutes from June 14, July 26, and August 2, 2011 

    D. Resolution – Permanent Drainage and Temporary Easement within RRA Property at Trunk Highway 61 

and County State Aid Highway 4 

    E. Resolution – Directing County Attorney to Prepare a Letter to the Surface Transportation Board 

Regarding the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company Property 

    F. Adjourn 

 2.  9:20 Washington County Board of Commissioners Convenes 

    Roll Call 

 3.  9:20 Comments from the Public 
  Visitors may share their comments or concerns on any issue that is a responsibility or function of Washington County Government, whether or not the issue is listed on 

this agenda.  Persons who wish to address the Board must fill out a comment card before the meeting begins and give it to the County Board secretary or the County 

Administrator.  The County Board Chair will ask you to come to the podium, state your name and address, and present your comments.  Your comments must be 

addressed exclusively to the Board Chair and the full Board of Commissioners.  Comments addressed to individual Board members will not be allowed.  You are 

encouraged to limit your presentation to no more than five minutes.  The Board Chair reserves the right to limit an individual's presentation if it becomes redundant, 

repetitive, overly argumentative, or if it is not relevant to an issue that is part of Washington County's  

  responsibilities 

 4.  9:25 Consent Calendar – Roll Call Vote 

 5.  9:25 County Library – Patricia Conley, Director 

   Expenditure from Library fund Balance for the Purchase of 60 Automated Locker Compartments 

 6.  9:35 Public Works –, Don Theisen, Director 

   A. Resolution – Request Variance from MN Design Standards on County State Aid Highway 19 

   B. Letter to the Metropolitan Council – Reallocation of $1.25 Million in Gateway Corridor State Bond 

    Funds to the Newport Transit Center Construction Project 

   C. Resolutions – Grant Applications to the Counties Transit Improvement Board 

7. 10:05 General Administration – Jim Schug, County Administrator 

   Resolution–Recognizing a National Moment of Remembrance of the Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001 

 8. 10:10 Commissioner Reports – Comments – Questions 
This period of time shall be used by the Commissioners to report to the full Board on committee activities, make comments on matters of interest 

 and information, or raise questions to the staff.  This action is not intended to result in substantive board action during this time.  Any action necessary  

because of discussion will be scheduled for a future board meeting. 

 9.  Board Correspondence 

10. 10:35 Adjourn 

11. 10:40 to 12:00 – 2012 Proposed Budget Workshop 

    - Public Health and Environment 

    - Community Services 

    - Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

12. 12:00 to 12:30 – Board Workshop with the Office of Administration 

    Discuss Ideas and Possible Options for a Restructuring of the Governance of the Metropolitan  

    Council and Metropolitan Transit 

13. 12:30 to 1:00 – Review of Commissioners Travel Policies and Budget 

***MEETINGS LISTED ON BACK*** 

Board of Commissioners 
 

Dennis C. Hegberg, District 1 
 

Bill Pulkrabek, District 2 
 

Gary Kriesel, Chair, District 3 
 

Autumn Lehrke, District 4 
 

Lisa Weik, District 5 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

CONSENT CALENDAR * 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 
 

The following items are presented for Board approval/adoption: 

DEPARTMENT/AGENCY ITEM  

Administration A. Approval of the August 16, and 23, 2011 Board meeting minutes. 

 

 B. Approval of resolution authorizing the acquisition of fee title over the easternmost 75 

feet of property owned by Thomas P. Armstrong and Jodi M. Armstrong in Oakdale, 

Minnesota; and authorizing the County Board Chair and Administrator to execute the 

purchase agreement and all other documents needed to accomplish the purchase. 

 

Community Services C. Approval of the 2011 to 2014 Cooperative Agreement with Ramsey County for 

detoxification services at the Ramsey County Community Human Services 

Department’s Detox Center. 

 

Information Technology D. Approval to purchase annual hardware and software licensing, maintenance and 

support from TSG Server and Storage for the county’s IBM iSeries servers through 

August 26, 2012. 

 

Public Health and Environment E. Approval of a grant agreement with the Minnesota Department of Health related to 

public health emergency preparedness and the Cities Readiness Initiative in the 

amount of $206,443. 

 

Public Works F. Approval of Change Order #27 to contract with Peoples Electric, Inc. as part of the 

2025 Government Center Campus Improvements Project, in the amount of $17,538. 

 

 G. Approval of Amendment #2 to contract with Wold Architects and Engineers to add 

professional engineering services in the modernization of the Government Center 

elevators. 

 

 H. Approval of resolution, final payments on the 2025 Government Center Campus 

Improvements Project to Five Star Welding and Fabricating, Inc., Stronghold 

Industries Inc., and W.L. Hall Co. 

 

 I. Approval of Change Order #9 to contract with United Glass, Inc. as part of the 2025 

Government Center Campus Improvements Project, in the amount of $2,659. 

 

Sheriff’s Office J. Approval of resolution authorizing the Sheriff’s Office to accept the 2011 Federal 

Boating Safety Supplemental Equipment Grant n the amount of $19,330 for the 

purchase of equipment that will be used for recreational boating safety activities. 

 
*Consent Calendar items are generally defined as items of routine business, not requiring discussion, and approved in one vote.    

Commissioners may elect to pull a Consent Calendar item(s) for discussion and/or separate action. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * *  

MEETING NOTICES** 

(**Meeting dates, time and locations may change.  Contact the Office of Administration or individual agencies for the most current information) 

 Date Committee   Time   Location  

September  8 Metro TAB Policy Committee 12:30 p.m. 390 Robert Street North – St. Paul 

September  8 Audit Advisory Committee 4:00 p.m. Washington County Government Center 



  

 

Request for Board Action 
  
  

Commissioner's Report 

BOARD MEETING DATE:

September 06, 2011
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER:

1C

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: 
Administration

REQUESTOR: 
Pat Raddatz  

REQUESTOR PHONE: 
 430-6014

PRESENTER(S): MEDIA CONTACT: 
Pat Raddatz  

MEDIA CONTACT PHONE: 
 430-6014

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 
Approval of the Regional Railroad Authority Minutes for June 14, July 26, and August 2, 2011.
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: 

 Regional Rail
TIME NEEDED: 

 5 Minutes

ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 
 No

IS THIS MANDATED?   No EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 

PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED?   No

Budget Information 

FUNDING: 
 NA

Approvals 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS:   
COMMENTS: 

George Kuprian

Approved

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS:   
COMMENTS: 

Jim Schug

Approved
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITY 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

JUNE 14, 2011 

 

The Washington County Regional Railroad Authority met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Washington County Government Center, County Board Room.  Present were Commissioners Hegberg, 

Pulkrabek, Kriesel, and Lehrke.  Commissioner Weik absent.  Regional Railroad Authority Chair 

Hegberg presided.  Also present were James Schug, County Administrator; Molly O’Rourke, Deputy 

Administrator; Meredeth Magers, Assistant County Attorney; Harley Will, Accounting and Finance 

Director; Tom Adkins, Community Corrections Director; Dan Papin, Community Services Director; 

Myjke Nelson, Information Technology Director; Kevin Corbid, Director of Property Records and 

Taxpayer Services; Lowell Johnson, Director of Public Health and Environment; Don Theisen, Public 

Works Director; Ted Schoenecker, Transportation Manager; Sheriff Bill Hutton; Chief Deputy Sheriff 

Dan Starry; and Yvonne Klinnert, Public Information Coordinator II. 

 

The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

APRIL 12, 2011 REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITY MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Kriesel moved to approve the April 12, 2011 Regional Railroad Authority Minutes.  

Commissioner Pulkrabek seconded the motion and it was adopted unanimously; Commissioner Weik 

absent. 

 

COUNTIES TRANSIT IMPROVEMENT BOARD FUNDING 

 

Commissioner Kriesel moved to adopt Resolution No. RRA-2011-001 as follows: 

 

Resolution for Approval to Use 2009 

Counties Transit Improvement Board Funds for the  

Gateway Corridor Alternative Analysis Study 
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June 14, 2011 

 

 

WHEREAS, the I-94 Corridor Commission was created on March 10, 2009 with the 

Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority (RCRRA) and Washington County 

Regional Railroad Authority (WCRRA) approving the Joint Powers Agreement (JPA); 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Counties Transit Improvement Board (CTIB) awarded a grant in the 

amount of $553,950 to Washington County in 2009 for the use in completing the 

Gateway Alternatives Analysis (AA) study for the corridor; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the JPA, the WCRRA and RCRRA are financial parties and 

their contributions are split 50/50; and 

 

WHEREAS, funding for the Gateway AA is being provided by the RCRRA, 

WCRRA,the Metropolitan Council and 2009 federal appropriations; and, 

 

WHEREAS, CH2M Hill was selected as the consultant to complete the AA study for a 

cost not to exceed $1,400,000; and  

 

WHEREAS, due to public involvement in the AA study process, an eighth alternative, 

Managed Lanes from St Paul to Hudson, was recommended and approved by the I-94 

Corridor Commission; and 

 

WHEREAS, the addition of the eighth alternative is beyond the original scope of work of 

the study and the consultant has determined the eighth alternative will add the cost of 

$99,917 to the study; and 

 

WHEREAS, funding for the added scope of work would be split according to the original 

funding contributions: RCRRA – $40,000 (40%), WCRRA – $40,000 (40%) and the 

Metropolitan Council – $20,000 (20%); and 

 

WHEREAS, Washington County had already allocated its use of the CTIB grant funds of 

$553,950 towards the AA study and has $53,950 of the CTIB funds remaining that can be 

applied towards its portion of the added work scope item; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Council and RCRRA will allocate their proportionate 

share towards the eighth alternative’s addition to the study by providing appropriate 

notice of their intentions to the WCRRA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



159 

 

 

June 14, 2011 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the WCRRA supports the inclusion of the 

added alternative and approves the allocation of $40,000 of its CTIB funds as WCRRA’s 

proportionate share of the added cost for the Gateway Alternative Analysis to be 

expended only after and not until both the Metropolitan Council and RCRRA provide 

notice to the WCRRA allocating their proportionate funding. 

 

Commissioner Pulkrabek seconded the motion and it was adopted 4-0 with a Roll Call vote as follows:  

Ayes, Commissioners Pulkrabek, Kriesel, Lehrke, and Hegberg; Nays, none; Commissioner Weik 

absent. 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT – GATEWAY CORRIDOR ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS STUDY 

 

Commissioner Lehrke moved to approve a budget amendment in the amount of $60,000 for the partial 

funding of the additional Managed Lane alternative to the Gateway Corridor Alternative Analysis Study.  

Commissioner Pulkrabek seconded the motion and it was adopted unanimously; Commissioner Weik 

absent. 

 

AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT WITH CH2M HILL, INC. 

 

Commissioner Pulkrabek moved to authorize execution of Amendment #1 to contract with CH2M Hill, 

Inc. adding a Managed Lane alternative to the Gateway Corridor AA Study at a cost not to exceed 

$99,917 through the signatures of the Chair of the Washington County Regional Railroad Authority and 

County Administrator without further action of the Regional Railroad Authority, conditioned upon 

appropriate documentation from Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority and the Metropolitan 

Council committing their proportionate financial shares, and approval as to form by the Washington 

County Attorney’s office.  Commissioner Kriesel seconded the motion and it was adopted unanimously; 

Commissioner Weik absent. 
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June 14, 2011 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to come before the Regional Railroad Authority, Commissioner Kriesel 

moved to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Lehrke and it was adopted unanimously; Commissioner 

Weik absent.  The Regional Railroad Authority adjourned at 9:10 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Dennis C. Hegberg, Chair 

         Regional Railroad Authority 

 

Attest: 

 James R. Schug 

 County Administrator 
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July 26, 2011 

 

 

WHEREAS, the RRCC completed an Alternatives Analysis (AA) in 2007 that included 

short and medium term commuter bus improvements and identified commuter rail as the 

long-term transit investment for the corridor; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the AA did not identify a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for the 

corridor; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the next step in the development of corridor is to conduct an Advanced 

Alternatives Analysis (AAA) that will expand upon and examine in greater detail the 

alignment and mode options, complete the environmental impact statement and begin 

early preliminary engineering; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the WCRRA has the start of the AAA identified in 2013 as part of its 5-year 

capital improvement program (CIP); and, 

 

WHEREAS, if the WCRRA is successful in securing federal Discretionary Livability 

Funds, the local contribution required to complete the AAA would be reduced by the 

amount of federal funds awarded to the AAA; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the application requires the applicant to commit to providing at least 20% of 

the total costs of the project; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the WCRRA will look to the financial partners of the RRCC to participate 

in the local commitment costs. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Washington County Regional 

Railroad Authority hereby authorizes the submittal of an application to the Federal 

Transit Administration under the Discretionary Livability Funding Program for the Red 

Rock Corridor AAA and commits to providing at least 20% of the total project costs.  

 

Commissioner Kriesel seconded the motion and it was adopted 4-0 with a Roll Call vote as follows:  

Ayes, Commissioners Pulkrabek, Kriesel, Lehrke, and Weik; Nays, none; Commissioner Hegberg 

absent. 
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July 26, 2011 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to come before the Regional Railroad Authority, RRA Vice Chair Weik 

adjourned the meeting at 9:05 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Lisa Weik, Vice Chair 

         Regional Rail Authority 

Attest: 

 James R. Schug 

 County Administrator 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITY 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

AUGUST 2, 2011 

 

The Washington County Regional Railroad Authority met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Washington County Government Center, County Board Room.  Present were Commissioners Hegberg, 

Pulkrabek, Kriesel, Lehrke, and Weik.  Absent none.  Regional Railroad Authority Chair Hegberg 

presided.  Also present were James Schug, County Administrator; Molly O’Rourke, Deputy 

Administrator; Linda Krafthefer, Assistant County Attorney; Peter Orput, County Attorney; Harley Will, 

Accounting and Finance Director; Tom Adkins, Community Corrections Director; Dan Papin, 

Community Services Director; Kay McAloney, Human Resources Director; Mjyke Nelson, Information 

Technology Director; Lowell Johnson, Public Health and Environment Director; Don Theisen, Public 

Works Director; Wayne Sandberg, County Engineer; John Elholm, Parks Division Manager; Ted 

Schoenecker, Transportation Manager; Andy Gitzlaff, Transportation Planner; Greg Wood, Building 

Services Director; Erik Jalowitz, Building Services Project Manager; and Yvonne Klinnert, Public 

Information Coordinator II.  Official Proceedings of the Regional Railroad Authority are available in the 

Office of Administration. 

 

The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PRESENTATION ON STATION AREA PLANNING STUDY RESULTS FOR THE RED ROCK 

CORRIDOR 

 

Andy Gitzlaff, Senior Planner, and Tom Dobbs, Hay Dobbs, presented the Red Rock Corridor Station 

Area Planning (SAP) Study results.  Station stops include Lower Afton Road in St. Paul, Newport, 

Cottage Grove and Hastings.  Project principals include:  create a place, not just a project; concentrate 

development near transit; balance commuter parking with development; connect to existing uses and 

neighborhoods; incorporate sustainability; and allow the project to be phased in over time.  The Red 

Rock Corridor Commission will approve the final SAP in September, 2011. 
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August 2, 2011 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to come before the Regional Railroad Authority, Commissioner Kriesel 

moved to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Lehrke and it was adopted unanimously.  The RRA 

adjourned at 9:31 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Dennis C. Hegberg, Chair 

         Regional Railroad Authority 

 

Attest: 

 James R. Schug 

 County Administrator 

 



 

Request for Board Action 
  
  

Commissioner's Report 

BOARD MEETING DATE:

September 06, 2011
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER:

1D

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: 
Public Works

REQUESTOR: 
Rita Conlin  

REQUESTOR PHONE: 
 430-4354

PRESENTER(S): 
Ted Schoenecker

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Ann Pung-Terwedo  

MEDIA CONTACT PHONE: 
 651-430-4362

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 
Adopt resolution granting permanent drainage and temporary easements within the Washington 
County Regional Rail property to the Minnesota Department of Transportation Department at a 
cost of $5,300 for the Trunk Highway 61 and County State Aid Highway 4 (170th Street North) 
Intersection Improvements project.  
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: 

 Regional Rail
TIME NEEDED: 

 5 min

ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 
 No

IS THIS MANDATED?   No EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 
The Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT) will be reconstructing the intersection of 
Trunk Highway (TH) 61 and County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 4 and resurfacing sections of both 
TH 61 north and south of the intersection and CSAH 4 east and west of the intersection in 
2012/2013. An important feature of the project will be to realign the Hardwood Creek Regional 
Trail to cross at the intersection. Washington County will also be participating in the project since 
sections of CSAH 4 will be improved as part of the larger project. Currently storm-water runoff 
from TH 61 and CSAH 4 drains into and through the Washington County Regional Rail property. 
The Mn/DOT plans for the project require that these areas continue to be used for stormwater run-
off and the WCRRA, as the neighboring property owner, will need to grant temporary and 
permanent easements for this purpose.   
  
Mn/DOT has offered to acquire the permanent drainage easements and temporary easements 
(Exhibit 1) from the Washington County Regional Railroad Authority (WCRRA) for $5,300 as 
outlined in their Direct Purchase offer.  This is an acceptable amount as reviewed by staff since it 
will have minimal impact to the Regional Rail property, supports the public transportation use of 
TH 61 and CSAH 4, and provides identified infrastructure for future multi-modal transportation 
opportunities along the corridor. 
  
Staff recommends adopting the resolution granting permanent drainage and temporary 
easements within the Washington County Regional Rail property to Mn/DOT at a cost of $5,300 
for the TH 61 and CSAH 4 Intersection Improvements project.      

PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED?   No

Budget Information 

FUNDING: 
 Other

EXPLANATION OF FUNDS: 
Mn/DOT (Revenue)

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
YEAR:2011 AMOUNT:$5,300.00 BUDGETED:No

EXPLANATION OF BUDGET CHANGES:

Increase to budget due to revenue from Mn/DOT purchase of permanent and temporary 
easements on WCCRA property.



  

Approvals 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS:   
COMMENTS: 

George Kuprian

Approved

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS:   
COMMENTS: 

Jim Schug

Approved
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 WASHINGTON COUNTY REGIONAL RAIL AUTHORITY 
 WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA RESOLUTION NO.                          
 

DATE SEPTEMBER 6, 2011       DEPARTMENT Public Works/Regional Rail 

MOTION 
BY COMMISSIONER        

SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER       

 
 

      RESOLUTION TO GRANT TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT EASEMENTS OVER THE 
WASHINGTON COUNTY REGIONAL RAIL PROPERTY TO 

THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AS PART OF 
THE TRUNK HIGHWAY 61 AND COUNTY STATE AID HIGHWAY 4 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT) has prepared plans and will be 
constructing improvements to Trunk Highway (TH) 61 and County State Highway (CSAH) 4 intersection and 
roadways in 2012/2013; and 
 
WHEREAS, permanent and temporary easements are necessary for drainage purposes over the 
Washington County Regional Railroad Authority (WCRRA) property to construct the project according to the 
plans legally described as: 
 
 An easement in perpetuity for drainage purposes over that part of Tract A described below: 
 
 Tract A.  A strip and parcel of land lying and being 50 feet in width on each side of the centerline of the railroad as 

laid out in the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 5, Township 31 North, Range 21 West, 
Washington County, Minnesota; 

 
 Tract B.  A strip and parcel of land lying and being 50 feet in width on each side of the centerline of the railroad as 

laid out in the Northeast Quarter and the Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 8, Township 31 
North, Range 21 West, Washington County, Minnesota;  

 
 Tract C.  A strip and parcel of land lying and being 50 feet in width on each side of the centerline of the railroad as 
laid out in the Southeast Quarter and the Southwest Quarter of Section 17, Township 31 North, Range 21 West, 
Washington County, Minnesota; 

 
 which lies within a distance of 56.00 feet westerly (measured at right angles) of the following described line:  From the 

point of beginning of Line 1 described below, run North 17 degrees 52 minutes 55 seconds East along the northerly 
extension of said Line 1 for 898.31 feet to the point of beginning of the line to be described; thence continue on the 
last described course for 40.00 feet and there terminating: 

 
 Line 1. Commencing at the northeast corner of said Section 8; thence South 89 degrees 20 minutes 21 seconds 

West along the north line thereof for 1000.47 feet to the point of beginning of Line 1 to be described; thence South 17 
degrees 52 minutes 55 seconds West for 144.03 feet; thence deflect to the left on a tangential curve, having a radius 
of 5698.36 feet and a delta angle of 06 degrees 02 minutes 00 seconds, for 600.05 feet; thence South 11 degrees 50 
minutes 55 seconds West for 2110.30 feet and there terminating; 

 
 together with an easement in perpetuity for drainage purposes over that part of Tract B hereinbefore described which 

lies between two lines run westerly at right angles from the tangents to said Line 1 at points thereon distant 659.38 
feet and 699.38 feet southerly of its point of beginning (measured along said Line 1); 

 
 also together with an easement in perpetuity for drainage purposes over that part of Tract B hereinbefore described 

which lies between two lines run westerly at right angles from said Line 1 at points thereon distant 820.00 feet and 
870.00 feet northerly of its points of termination (measured along said Line 1); 

 
 containing 0.23 acre, more or less; 
  
 also a right to use the following described strips for highway purposes, which right shall cease on December 1, 2017, 

or on such earlier date upon which the Commissioner of Transportation determines by formal order that it is no longer 
needed for highway purposes: 

 
 A strip being that part of Tracts A and B hereinbefore described which lies northerly of a line run westerly at right  
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angles from the tangent to Line 1 described above at a point thereon distant 254.38 feet southerly of its point of 
beginning (measured along said Line 1), and southerly of a line run westerly at right angles from the northerly 
extension of said Line 1 at a point thereon distant 241.31 feet northerly of the point of beginning of said Line 1 
(measured along said northerly extension); 

 
 A strip being that part of Tract B hereinbefore described which lies within a distance of 56 feet westerly (measured at 

right angles) of the following described line:  From the point of termination of Line 1 described above, run northerly 
along said Line 1 for 930.00 feet to the point of beginning of the line to be described; thence continue on the last 
described course for 40.00 feet and there terminating; 

 
 A strip being that part of Tract B hereinbefore described which lies within a distance of 56 feet westerly (measured at 

right angles) of the following described line:  From the point of termination of Line 1 described above, run northerly 
along said Line 1 for 90.00 feet to the point of beginning of the line to be described; thence continue on the last 
described course for 120.00 feet and there terminating; 

 
  A strip being that part of Tract C hereinbefore described which lies westerly of the westerly right of way line of Trunk 

Highway No. 61 as now located and established and within a distance of 63 feet westerly (measured at right angles) 
of the following described line:  Commencing at the south quarter corner of said Section 17; thence South 89 degrees 
52 minutes 39 seconds West along the south line thereof for 535.93 feet; thence North 11 degrees 50 minutes 55 
seconds East for 1220.56 feet to the point of beginning of the line to be described; thence continue on the last 
described course for 79.22 feet and there terminating; 

 
 containing 1.24 acres, more or less. 

 
WHEREAS,  Mn/DOT has offered $5,300.00 for the property; and  
 
WHEREAS, the TH 61/CSAH 4 Improvement Project will have minimal impacts to the WCRRA property, it 
supports the public transportation use of TH 61 and CSAH 4, and provides identified infrastructure for future  
multi-modal transportation opportunities along the corridor.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Washington County Regional Rail Authority (WCRRA) 
authorizes the conveyance to the State of Minnesota permanent drainage easements as identified in the 
above whereas clause under the terms and conditions set forth in the above whereas clauses 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chair and Administrator are hereby authorized to execute on behalf 
of the WCRRA all documents conveying and necessary to convey and warrant to the State of Minnesota the 
easements shown and identified on Exhibit 1 which is attached hereto and made a part of this resolution.  

 

ATTEST:  YES NO 
 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR HEGBERG     
 KRIESEL     
 LEHRKE     
 PULKRABEK     
REGIONAL RAIL AUTHORITY CHAIR WEIK     
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Request for Board Action 
  
  

Commissioner's Report 

BOARD MEETING DATE:

September 06, 2011
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER:

1E

Department Information 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: 
Public Works

REQUESTOR: 
Rita Conlin  

REQUESTOR PHONE: 
 430-4354

PRESENTER(S): 
Ted Schoenecker

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Ted Schoenecker  

MEDIA CONTACT PHONE: 
 430-4319

Agenda Item Details 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 
Authorize the County Attorney to prepare a letter to the Surface Transportation Board stating that 
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company property is suitable for use to the public as a 
trail, request that the property be an interim trail use, and that the county will assume financial 
responsibility; and adopt resolution for purchase of the property from the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railway Company. 
AGENDA YOU ARE REQUESTING TIME ON: 

 Regional Rail
TIME NEEDED: 

 10 min

ARE YOU SEEKING APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT? 
 No

IS THIS MANDATED?   No EXPLANATION OF MANDATE: 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION: 
In 1994, Washington County Regional Railroad Authority (WCRRA) purchased 9.5 miles of 
abandoned rail right-of-way for future transit opportunities and trail use.  This property extends 
from 145th Street (old County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 8) in the City of Hugo to the Chisago 
County line.  A use agreement between Washington County and the WCRRA was prepared to 
allow the construction and use of the Hardwood Creek Regional Trail on the property. 
  
The WCRRA property and Hardwood Creek Regional Trail ended at 145th Street in the City of 
Hugo because of continued commercial railroad operation south of this location.  Up until the mid 
2000’s, the BNSF railroad corridor was used for commercial deliveries to 145th Street (old CSAH 
8) in the City of Hugo by the Minnesota Commercial Railway Company.  As a part of the city’s 
redevelopment, Frenchman Road (new CSAH 8) was re-aligned and the commercial use up to 
145th Street was relocated to an industrial park south of 140th Street.  With the relocation of the 
commercial use south of 140th Street the commercial use for this half-mile segment between 
140th Street and 145th Street ceased operations.   
  
To add (purchase) this half mile segment into the regional trail system, Washington County 
submitted a letter in 2009 requesting the abandonment for this portion as the first step in a 
lengthy process to purchase.  BNSF Railway Company made the determination that commercial 
operations over this portion has ceased and that they do not plan any service for commercial 
operations in the future. In June of 2011, BNSF Railway Company filed a notice of Abandonment 
Exemption (Abandonment) and an Environmental Review and Historic Reports with the Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the rail line.  The Abandonment became effective on 
August 11, 2011 and Minnesota Commercial Railway Company, a lessee of the property, received 
its Discontinuance of Service Exemption for this segment on August 13, 2011.  BNSF now has the 
ability to sell this half-mile segment since commercial operations are abandoned.  
  
Acquisition of this half-mile segment from 140th Street to 145th Street continues to support the 
goals of the Rush Line Corridor Task Force and the WCRRA to preserve it for future transit 
opportunities and is identified in the Washington County 2030 Comprehensive Plan as a future 
extension of the Hardwood Creek Regional Trail. 
  
  



  

In order for BNSF to not segment or subdivide this half-mile corridor, Washington County staff 
recommends the WCRRA authorize the County Attorney’s office to prepare a letter to the Surface 
Transportation Board stating that this half-mile corridor has a public purpose.  There is a $250 
filling fee. 

PREVIOUS ACTION ON REQUEST / OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED?   No

Budget Information 

FUNDING: 
 NA

Approvals 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS:   
COMMENTS: 

Rick Hodsdon

Approved

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS:   
COMMENTS: 

Jim Schug

Approved



July 2002 
http://washnet/forms/CountyBd/Resolution.dot 

Washington County Regional Rail Authority 
 WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA RESOLUTION NO. 

DATE September 6, 2011  DEPARTMENT Public Works/Regional Rail 

MOTION 
BY COMMISSIONER        

SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER       

 
 

RESOLUTION TO SUBMIT A LETTER TO THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
REQUESTING ABANDONED PROPERTY HAS A PUBLIC PURPOSE   

 
 

WHEREAS, in 1994, Washington County Regional Railroad Authority (WCRRA) purchased 9.5 
miles of abandoned rail right-of-way for future transit opportunities and trail use. The line extends 
from 145th Street (old County State Highway (CSAH) 8) in the City of Hugo to the Chisago County 
line; and   
 
WHEREAS, there is a 1/2 mile missing link of abandoned rail line owned by Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway Company from 140th Street (MP 15.59) to 140th Street (MP 16.10) in the 
City of Hugo as identified on the Hugo Quadrangle, Base Map, USGS, 1993 (Attachment 1); and   
 
WHEREAS, the Washington County Comprehensive Plan 2030 identifies this property as part of 
both the Washington County Planned Trail System and Future Transitway Corridor; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2009, Washington County requested that BNSF Railway Company abandon the rail 
line in anticipation of purchasing and improving the right-of-way for trail purposes and preserving it 
for future rail use; and 
 
WHEREAS, in June of 2011, BNSF Railway Company filed a notice of Abandonment Exemption 
(Abandonment) and an environmental review and historic reports with the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) to abandon the rail line. The Abandonment became effective on August 11, 2011; and 
 
WHEREAS, the WCRRA intends to purchase the property for future rail use with an interim use as 
a trail.    
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the WCRRA hereby authorizes the County Attorney’s 
Office to prepare a letter to the STB stating that this half-mile corridor has a public purpose for 
future rail use and for interim trail use.  
  

ATTEST: 

 
 COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 
 

 REGIONAL RAIL AUTHORITY CHAIR 

 

HEGBERG 

KRIESEL 

LEHRKE 

PULKRABEK 

WEIK 
 

 
 YES 

  

  

  

  

  

 
 NO 

  

  

  

  

  

 



BNSF Property - Hugo

September 6, 2011



Washington 

County Regional 

Railroad Property



BNSF 

Property



Request

• Authorize County Attorney to send a 

letter to the Surface Transportation 

Board stating that this half-mile corridor 

has a public purpose.



Questions

Ted Schoenecker

Transportation Planning Manager

651-430-4319

ted.schoenecker@co.washington.mn.us
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